Cowl

1935
2000

The

Vol. LXIV No. 4

Providence College, Providence, Rhode Island

September 28, 2000

A call to faithful Stag night enjoyable for
citizenship
most, dangerous for a few
9 medical aid/alcohol emergency calls and 2 assaults on campus
by

Ryan Ainscough ’02

News Editor

pbyhoyo
Jim

Klinger
'03

Dr. Joseph Cammarano urged students to think for
themselves during this election season.
by Laura Meneses

’03

Asst. News Editor

One in nine 18 to 19-yearolds cast their vote in the 1996
U.S. Presidential Election. A
small step toward reversing
this trend was made on campus
last Tuesday when PC faculty
and a representative from the
Diocese of Providence
discussed the moral obligation
of Catholics to participate in
the political process. This
responsibility is outlined in
Faithful Citizenship, a
document recently formulated
by the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops.
During the symposium,
panelists Drs. Joseph P.
Cammarano and William E.
Hudson, Professors of Political
Science, Dr. James F. Keating,
Professor of Theology, and Pat
Jaehnig, of the Office of
Community Service and
Advocacy in the Diocese of
Providence stressed the civic
responsibility of voting.
“Voting isn’t an option. It’s
a virtue, a moral obligation,”
said Hudson.
According to Catholic
bishops who contributed to the
creation of Faithful Citizen
ship, Catholics must be
actively involved in the
political process in order to
ensure social justice and global
solidarity, among other ideals
included in the Gospel. Until

Catholics fully partake in
these processes, especially the
upcoming election, society
will not fully advance. The
bishops stressed the im
portance of exercising the
right to vote as one way of
bringing the words of the
Gospel to life.
As stated in Faithful
Citizenship, “We cannot be
indifferent to or cynical about
the obligations of citizenship.
As Catholics, we need to share
our values, raise our voices,
and use our votes to shape a
society that protects human
life, promotes family life,
pursues social justice, and
practices solidarity. These
efforts will strengthen our
nation and renew our Church.”
However, the document is
not aimed purely at Catholics,
but all U.S. citizens. Because
problems encountered by
Catholics in society are shared
with non-Catholics, the
message of Faithful Citizen
ship is applicable to all.
In reference to the idea that
Catholic issues are universal,
the document states. “These
are not the concerns of
Catholics alone; in every case
we are joined with others.”
Therefore, the symposium
was open to all students,
regardless of religious
background. “These issues
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Three PC alumni
compete in the
Olympics. For
coverage from
Sydney, see
page 27.

Although more highly
attended than in recent years
and deemed a success by many
parties involved, last Friday
night’s Stag dance was witness
to health and discipline
problems both in Peterson
Recreation Center and in
residence halls around campus.
A total of five students were
transported by ambulance to
Rhode Island hospitals due to
alcohol concerns, according to
Rev. J. Stuart McPhail, O.P.,
Vice President of Student
Services. Also, two assaults,
one against a student’s guest,
another against a security guard,
occurred within the dance.
“There were definitely
problems that night,” explained
Melissa Chaves ’01, President

of the Board of Programmers,
the club that organized the
event. “But as far as what we
had control over, I’d say (the
Stag) was really successful.”
Chaves explained that fights
such as those that occurred are
out of the hands of the BOP. To
handle these situations, nine PC
security guards were hired to
work in and about Peterson,
where the dance was held. Two
of the guards, however, failed
to show up to the event. This in
part explains why fights
occurred, according to Chaves.
“If we had had two more
(guards), it would have been
successful,” she said.
Phillip Reilly, Chief of
Security, explained that the
BOP originally requested a total
of six guards and one supervisor
for the event. Security
suggested an additional two

guards. On the night of the
event, however, one guard was
sick and another was
unavailable due to the fact that
he had not worked enough
hours in the week to qualify for
overtime.
Security was
unsuccesful in an attempt to hire
two guards from a professional
company. An additional eight
guards patrolled the campus, as
on any other weekend night.
Reilly explained, however,
that the amount of guards at the
event was adequate. “It wasn’t
all that bad. really,” he noted.
“You’ve got three thousand
people together,” he explained.
“I don’t know how many
officers are adequate. It depends
on the (nature of the) crowd.”
The only other alternative,
according to Reilly, is to hire
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Straight out of Little Compton
PC freshman runs for District 94
Rhode Island State Representative
by

Ryan Ainscough ’02

News Editor

When most high school
seniors were agonizing over
their college selection,
scrambling to finish their final
papers and rushing to prepare
for graduation at the end of
May, 18 year-old Michael Forte
decided to run for the Rhode
Island State House of
Representatives.
To meet Forte, now a
freshman at PC, one wonders
why this accounting major with
aspirations to referee Major
League Soccer seeks to
accomplish such an ambitious
task. According to Forte, the
idea to run began simply as a
joke amongst classmates.
However, the more he looked
into the prospect of running for
office, the more serious the
notion became.
“I got filled with more and
more conviction to run,” he
said. “I couldn’t lose anything
by putting my name in the race.”
So, at the end of May, right
around his eighteenth birthday,
Forte decided he would run as
a Democrat for the District 94
seat. This seat, currently held by
10 year incumbent Republican
Joan Quick, represents Forte’s
hometown of Little Compton
along with Portsmouth and
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Tiverton. Although
he is young, this
decision to run is
not Forte’s first
taste of the pol
itical world.
“I’ve been
around politics my
entire life,” ex
plained Forte. In
1983, just a year
after Forte’s birth,
his father was
elected to State
Senate. His father
then rose to Senate
Majority Whip,
photo by
and in 1987 was
appointed an Ass
Liz Bar y
'02
ociate Justice of
the Rhode Island
Family Court. Al
though his father is
Michael Forte ’04
prevented from
involvement in politics today
When Forte turned 13, he
due to his position as a judge, it began to work as a page in the
was this initial taste of politics State House. “I got myself
that got Forte started on his familiar with the building and
current path. At meetings, the people in it,” he said of his
fundraisers, swearing-in cer time at this position.
emonies and other political
Then, as a part of his seniorfunctions, Forte met many of year internship, Forte contacted
the politicians who still serve Billy Enos, the Senator who
the state today.
succeeded his father and still
“A lot of times they say ‘I holds this post. Enos replied to
feel old. Last time I saw you, Forte’s internship inquiry, “I
you were running around the need an assistant and I need an
State House this high,”’ Forte
Politics, page 3
said.

Father Barranger
returns to PC to
celebrate his de
parting Mass. For
more photos, see
page 2.
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A Solemn Farewell
Fr. Barranger celebrates his parting Mass at Providence College

Students gathered on Slavin Lawn Sunday evening to pay tribute to
Providence College’s former Chaplain as he delivered his departing
sermon to the PC community. Rev. Joseph Barranger, O.P., returned
to campus following his recent transfer to the Dominican Commu
nity at St. Stephen Priory in Dover, Massachusetts, where he was
elected Religious Superior.
photos by Pete Johnson '03

A message to all students
Each week The Cowl makes public the
results of PC’s disciplinary proceedings
Sep. 20, 2000
Charge:
1. Underage Drinking (Page 26,
Section VII) GUILTY
Sanctions:
1. Personal Probation until 12/22/
2000
2. $100 Fine
3. Letter of Administrative Warning

Sep. 22, 2000
Charge:
1. Underage Drinking (Page 26,
Section VII) GUILTY
Sanctions:
1. Personal Probation until 12/22/
2000
2. $100 Fine
3. Letter of Administrative Warning

Sep. 21, 2000
Charge:
1. Underage Drinking (Page 26,
Section VII) GUILTY
Sanctions:

Sep. 22, 2000
Charge:

1.

2.
3.

Personal Probation until 12/22/
2000
$100 Fine
Letter of Administrative Warning

1. Underage Drinking (Page 26,
Section VII) GUILTY
Sanctions:
1. Personal Probation until 12/22/
2000
2. $100 Fine
3. Letter of Administrative Warning

Stag night witness to health
and security concerns
-Continued from page 1Providence Police details to work the
dance. “I don’t really think they need
them on campus,” he said.
One discrepancy with regard to
Saturday night is the amount of students
transported from campus by ambulance.
Whereas Fr. McPhail cited five students,
Reilly only reported three students. Both
agree, however, that only one of the
students transported was taken directly
from the dance. The rest were from
dorms on campus.
The emergencies occuring in dorms,
were handled by Resident Assistants,
who were on duty in greater numbers due
to the event; Hall Directors, who were
all placed on active duty for the night;
and a crisis coordinator.

“I think they were overwhelmed,
said Fr. Kenneth Sicard, O.P., Director
of Residence Life, “but as far as I can
say they did well. I was very happy.

Although the exact amount of
students who were written up by R.A.’s
has not yet been determined, Fr. Sicard
would estimate that it doubles the
amount of a normal weekend. “Last year
it didn’t seem this bad,” he said.
Fr. McPhail also recognized the
severity of the night. “That’s high, even
for us,” he said.
Students transported to the hospital,
according to Fr. McPhail, are evaluated
physically by emergency room staff and
then evaluated mentally and emotionally
in the Providence Center, a service
created for such concerns. This is done
“so that we know it’s appropriate for
them to be returned to Providence
College,” explained Fr. McPhail.
“Alcohol works in strange ways on
different people.”
One of these “strange ways,” could
Stag, page 5
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Morton takes helm
as new Director of
Feinstein Institute
within their own department. “Our
budget is pretty modest and our staff is
also modest,” he commented.
After searching for almost a year, a
As for Public and Community Service
committee appointed Dr. Keith Morton majors, Morton explained that graduates
to the position of Director of the from the Institute are consistent with
Feinstein Institute here at Providence most majors as far as what they do after
College on July 1. Dr. Rick Battistoni, graduation.
former Director, announced his
“I think that what distinguishes
resignation last year.
graduates from this program is that there
Morton, who has been Associate is a higher number of graduates staying
Director of the Feinstein Institute for six in Providence and a higher number of
years, agreed to serve as director of the graduates working with community
Institute for the next two years. He organizations,” said Morton.
explained, however, that it is unlikely he
The Institute has a close relationship
will stay as Director beyond the two with at least twelve community
years. “My real interests are more on organizations within the area. “One third
the community!
,
of the program
project side of
is made up of a
the Institute,” he |
set of courses.
stated.
The second part
“I’m very
of the program
happy about the
is the field
fact that Keith is
experience part.
taking over as
It is course
Director for the
based comm
next two years,”
unity service.
said Marissa
The third aspect
Carbone ’01.
of the program
“Keith has been
is the track.
an asset to the
Each student
Institute since it
chooses three
began. I think
courses from
he’s going to
any
depart
guide the pro
ment based on
fessors and stu
their particular
dents in a new
interests,” he
direction that
explained, “The
will bring [the
Institute
Institute] to a
provides good
new level for the
solid academic
future.”
phot byLizBary'02 grounding and a
During his
good base of
stay as director,
experience.”
Morton hopes to
“I think
help strengthen
Keith will def
the program.
initely do a
“My plan is not
great job to help
to come in as
the Institute go
director and ass
in the same
ert my auth
direction that it
ority,” he said,
has been going
-Dr.
Keith
Morton
“We try as much
in, and to
as possible to work on a consensus basis further its goals. Keith has been with
here.” He explained that the input of the Institute since the beginning. I know
faculty members and students are he puts so much time and effort into
considered when making decisions having dialogues with people not only
within the Institute.
to further his education but also to
“We hope to solidify the number of understand both sides of the story. He
majors that we have,” said Morton, really makes an effort to improve
“Ideally, we’d like 15-20 majors per community and college relationships,”
class year. Right now we average about said Jessica Cigna ’01, a Public and
eleven.”
Community Service major.
Morton and the Institute hope to
The responsibilities of the director,
accomplish this by providing more according to an advertisement placed in
accurate information about the major, as various journals last December, are to
well as about the mission of the Feinstein “oversee the ongoing development and
Institute within the College.
implementation of this curricular
“I think there’s curiosity about the program, including: faculty recruitment
Institute and about what students do once and development; course scheduling;
they graduate,” Morton said, “The student recruitment, scholarships, and
Institute is a program, not a department. advisement; and the development of
We have no full-time faculty here. All campus-community partnerships
our faculty is borrowed from other appropriate to the College’s mission.”
departments on a part-time basis.”
Other responsibilities include “budget
In addition to teaching in the Institute, management and grant administration as
Morton is a member of the English well as the development of service
department and teaches courses in learning across the curriculum.”
American Studies. He explained that
The first candidate the committee
faculty who participate in the program selected for the position decided against
are asked to teach one course a semester taking it, according to Morton.
within the Institute and two courses
by

Caitlin Fitzpatrick ’01

News Staff

“The Institute provides
good solid academic
grounding and a good
base of experience.”

The Cowl at the click
of a mouse!
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Student tackles
local politics
-Continued from page 1reality of time management. “Sometimes
I don’t do it as well as I’d like to,” he
said. “Sometimes I wish I had one more
day in the week, but you find you get it
done.”
And get it done he does. In addition
to door to door visits, Forte’s campaign
has consisted of fund-raisers and direct
mailings. And, on top of school work and
campaign concerns, Forte works as a
referee for division 2 and 3 soccer (the
equivalent of a minor league baseball
umpire). Besides the fact that he one day
aspires to referee for Major League
Soccer games and perhaps even beyond,
the lessons learned as a soccer referee
sometimes overlap into his political life.
“You learn (as a referee) to listen to
people and when to listen to people but
do your own thing anyway,” he said. “It’s
trained me mentally and made me
mature a little faster.”

assistant right now.”
As an assistant, Forte was fortunate
enough to sit in on committee meetings
and witness the bill drafting process.
“(This experience) built my
confidence up,” said Forte. “It’s not like
I’m going into this blind. I’ve been in
the system; I know how it works.”
And it is this experience, perhaps,
that will help Forte to overcome the
doubts his youth has raised in some
voters. His reception has been mixed,
according to Forte, as with any other
politician. “How can you represent me?”
think some voters. On the whole, though,
voters have been “very positive.”
“They know I know what I’m talking
about,” said Forte. “They know I care
enough to research and know everything
about a topic before I make a decision
on it. They know the dedication and
commitment I bring to my work.”

“It’s not like I’m going into
this blind. I’ve been in the
system; 1 know how it works. ”
-Michael Forte ’04
Another concern is the fact that Forte
lives in Providence, rather than his home
district. According to Forte, his frequent
travels from home to school alleviate any
such concern. Whenever he finds an hour
to drive down and an hour to drive back,
Forte returns to Little Compton and
canvasses the town, door to door.
“Face and name recognition are
probably the biggest things in a small
race,” he said.
With all of this work, one wonders
how Forte will be able to continue to
attend school if he is elected. Forte
explained, however, that representative
positions are designed for someone who
also has a full time job. “My full time
job is being a student,” he said.
To aid his campaign, he was granted
the ability to park his car on campus.
“The College has been very helpful to
knowing my needs as far as running a
campaign goes,” he said.
No matter how much assistance he
receives from the College or from the
many local politicians who have given
him advice and guidance, Forte’s busy
schedule still comes down to the harsh

It is this maturity and this decision
making ability that will be utilized in the
issues Forte would tackle in office. Forte
lists his major concerns as protection of
the environment, property tax
stabilization, reduction of state sales tax,
school aid equitable to all communities
and affordable health care. Another
important event on Rhode Island’s
horizon is the redrawing of districts and
reduction of Senate and House seats that
will occur after this year’s elections.
“The next several years will be
crucial to the district as the planned
reduction of legislature and the battle
over limited resources call for a
Representative willing to work tirelessly
to protect the interests and people of our
community,” reads the literature Forte
hands out door to door.

This tireless work, according to
Forte, would be aided tremendously by
volunteers on campus. Anyone who is
interested in helping Forte’s campaign
or asking him questions in general, is
urged
to
contact
him
at
FORTE4rep@aol.com,

MICHAEL STEFANS
for being awarded
MANAGEMENT INTERN OF THE
YEAR!
Thank you Michael for your hard work
and great attitude this summer.
We hope you have a fantastic year!
Your friends at
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PC students Light the Night for leukemia
by

Laura McGinn ’01

News Staff

Red and white balloons filled the sky
last Saturday night, as men and women
of all ages marched through downtown
Providence in honor of all those whose
lives have been touched by cancer.
Among these thousands of people, 19
Providence College students offered
cares and efforts towards the cause.
Under the suggestion and leadership of
Abby Davis ’03, the students joined in
the two to three mile Light the Night
Walk sponsored by the Leukemia and
Lymphoma Society.
Davis stated that she was “just
looking for something good to do” and
came across the Light the Night Walk.
The friend of a leukemia victim, she felt
it was “a really good cause.”
As the parade moved through the city,
participants carried red illuminated
balloons while cancer survivors carried
white balloons. Messages by those
unable to attend the event, but still eager
to honor their loved ones, were also
displayed on Dedication Banners.
Matt Marchetti ’03, a participant and
one of Davis’ friends, responded with
much optimism to the event.
“The walk went very well,” Marchetti
commented. “I walked to show my
strong support for those fighting
leukemia. I think it would please them
to know there are people out here who
really do support them.”
Davis agrees with her fellow

photo courtesy ofAbby Davis '03

Students pose before starting the walk for leukemia
participant. “The walk was awesome,”
Davis commented. “Different friends of
mine all came together to participate in
something really powerful.”
This “powerful” event contributed all
of its proceeds to the Leukemia and
Lymphoma Society, founded in 1949 by
parents who lost their only son to
leukemia. According to a pamphlet put
out by the Leukemia and Lymphoma
Society on the Light the Night Walk, the
society “is the world’s largest private
organization dedicated to finding cures

for leukemia, lymphoma, Hodgkin’s
disease and myeloma - as well as to
improving the lives of patients and
families touched by those deadly bloodrelated cancers.”
The pamphlet continues to state that
the Society hopes that through such
events as the Light the Night Walk,
efforts will continue and researchers will
be able to track down cures for the
diseases. Also, not only do events raise
money, they also educate and fulfill “the
mission of curing and caring.”

Providence’s Light the Night Walk
continued the “mission” of raising
money and support.
“While my group raised over $550,”
Davis stated, “the entire group of
participants raised a total of $170,000.”
Marchetti added, “The Society’s goal
had been $150,000. We overachieved
their goals. It was a big accomplishment
on everyone’s part.”
In addition to Davis’ organized effort,
other PC students participated in the
walk with their families and friends. Dan
Daniska ’02 walked along with his
family and four friends from PC.
Daniska participated “in support of
my uncle on his birthday to help raise
money for the fight against leukemia,”
he said.
Davis continued to agree that the
service and the night were an all-around
success. “I have been a part of service
all of my life because it is something I
really like to do,” she commented. “I
have gotten a lot of great feedback from
the people who participated in the walk.
This year we started small, but next year
we will gather a big group together to
show even more care and support.”
For more information on the
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society visit
the
website
www.leukemialymphoma.org or call 1-800-955-4572.
For more information on the Light the
Night Walk visit the website
www.lightthenight.org or call 1-877586-9255.

Faithful citizenship addressed
-Continued from Page 1-

phot b y
JimKlinger
'03
Dr. William Hudson

aren’t simply about
being Catholic,” said
Cammarano. “[The
symposium
is]
something from which
all students can
benefit,” he added.
Panelists addressed
the fact that no one
party candidate or
platform
in
the
upcoming election
fully
represents
Catholic ideals.
“This document
(Faithful Citizenship)
sets extraordinarily
high
standards,”
commented Camm
arano. He continued
by noting that it was
impossible for any
candidate to live up to
Catholic expectations
in their entirety.
For example, while
the
Democratic
platform tends to
parallel
Catholic
teachings in many

areas, such as the pursuit of economic
justice, it conflicts with Catholic
principles in other areas. Abortion is a
central issue upon which pro-life
Catholics disagree with the pro-choice
Democrats, added Cammarano.
This contrast of major viewpoints
with regard to abortion has caused a
rapid decline in Catholics’ Democratic
Party identification. Following the
1960’s, especially, “people have become
more politically independent,” said
Cammarano. The abortion issue is a
major cause of Catholics, who have
historically been Democrats, becoming
Republicans, he added, due to
Republican representation, of anti
abortion interests.
Cammarano pointed to the 2000
Presidential Election as an example of
the loss of Catholics’ identification with
a party, especially Democrats. Whereas,
historically, the Democratic platform has
encompassed Catholic ideals, this
election season, it is the Green party
platform that is most consistent with
issues outlined in Faithful Citizenship,
he explained.
However, it may not be in the best
interest of all Catholics to support the

Green Party candidate, Ralph Nader,
continued Cammarano. “Nobody is
telling you how to vote,” he said. “If
you’re a Catholic, you can in good
conscience vote for any of the
candidates.”
Keating noted the importance of
balancing faith with reason in order to
make an informed choice. “When you
make a political decision, you rely on
your faith for your political position.
You also have to rely on your reason,”
he said.
In choosing a presidential candidate,
for example, reason will aid in
determining which politician is best
representative of important religious
principles. In this sense, “politics is the
art of compromise,” said Keating.
Voters cannot expect one particular
party or candidate to design a platform
that embodies Catholic ideals in totality.
This is not a realistic expectation and
would make the decision as to who to
vote for too easy, he added.
Solely referring to Catholic
guidelines, such as those outlined in
Faithful Citizenship, will not make the

Symposium, page 5

~ Local News Update ~
•Rhode Island is unprepared for a potential heating oil shortage this winter because of delays in harbor dredging and a tax that discourages oil storage, state officials
and business leaders said at an energy summit Monday. The Port of Providence is too shallow for bigger tankers, limiting the amount oil brought into the state, and:
lawmakers have failed to repeal a tax that keeps Rhode Island reserves low.

•The University of Rhode Island opened the first of 14 dorms scheduled to be renovated in a multi-million-dollar campus upgrade. Nearly seven million dollars was
spent to improve Barlow Hall which will now accommodate more than 1,200 students. The University says it will cost $64 million to renovate all the dorms and it:
is looking for help from voters to finish the project. The school is asking voters to say "yes” to a November ballot question that will allow the state to issue nearly $37
million in bonds for higher education.

•Hillary Rodham Clinton is visiting Woonsocket on October 9. House Majority Leader Gerard Martineau is hosting a private, $l,000-per-person fundraiser at his
home for the First Lady and New York Senate Candidate.
•People who cannot get enough of “Survivor” Richard Hatch are going to get a little bit more. Hatch has signed a deal to write a paperback about his time on the island
called One Hundred and One Survival Secrets: how to make one million dollars, lose 100 pounds, and live happily ever after

-Compiled by Kristin Stanley ’01
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Stag night incidents Catholic voting
responsibility
raise concern
-Continued from page 4-

-Continued from page 2be the behavior of one student, who
assualted both a guest of a student and a
PC security officer during the dance. The
student was taken to the hospital by
ambulance, according to Reilly, while
the officer was driven by the shift
manager.
As to the details of the fight, Reilly
was unable to comment. “I don’t know
what started the whole affair.” The
officer decided to let the campus
disciplinary system handle the problem,
rather than filing a police complaint. As
far as Reilly knows, the other individual
assaulted has not filed a complaint either.
Amongst the administration, there is
disagreement as to whether the night
differs from Stag nights of the past. “This
is always a popular event,” said Reilly,
“Unfortunately, the drinking seems to
cause a problem.” Even so, he estimates
the night was “similar to other years.”
For Fr. McPhail, on the other hand,
the amount of ambulance tranports “puts
up a red flag. It has to be reviewed.”
“Everybody involved is taking a look
at it,” he explained. “What are the
concerns? How can they be met?” Fr.
McPhail asked.
Aside from the medical and security
concerns, however, most agreed that the
Stag was a successful event. Chaves
described the “swarms of people”
waiting in line for tickets this year, many
more than she remembers from past
years. Although the total number of
attendees has not yet been counted,
Chaves estimates more than last year’s
two thousand five hundred.
“Everyone loved it,” she said,

explaining
that BOP members
themselves have been more critical of
the event than those who attended.
Reilly also testified to the dance’s
popularity. “The students had a good
time,” he said.
As for the problems, most agree that
some mishaps are inevitable for an event
such as this, but all agree that they will
look into ways of improving for next
year.
“An event of that size, it’s almost
inevitable that something will come up
that’s out of our control,” said Chaves.
According to Chaves, BOP will look
into what can be done next year to
improve upon the event, as is done every
year. The Board is also going on a retreat
next weekend. “I’m sure it will come up
there, too,” she said.
Reilly explained that there is little the
College can do to cut back on the alcohol
abuse since it occurs in a large part
before the dance starts. “It’s probably
that gap of time between 5 o’clock and
9 o’clock that students are going to enjoy
themselves to get ready to go to the
function and that’ll probably entail a lot
of alcohol,” he said. “I don’t think
they’re in the library or doing the
Stations of the Cross or something like
that.”
Fr. Sicard explained that Residence
Life tried to occupy this time by
providing pizza in all the dorms.
Chaves ensured that the BOP will
work continuously to improve the event
every year. “We enjoy planning the
events,” she said. “We love to see people
have fun.”

choice of President cut and dry, added
Hudson.
According to the doctrine, “As
bishops, we do not seek the formation
of a religious voting block, nor do we
wish to instruct persons on how they
should vote by endorsing or opposing
candidates.”
In order to make a decision, one must
choose which candidate best embodies
the Catholic viewpoint, according to
Keating. “Politics is a sphere
of...choices between the lesser of two
evils,” he said.
Panelists noted that a Catholic should
not be dissuaded from going to the polls
come November simply because
candidates are not representative of
Church ideals in their totality. Rather,
they stressed that a Catholic should fulfill
his obligation to vote by choosing the
candidate whose platform best parallels
Catholic teaching and promotes the
common good. In this sense, the
candidate is “the lesser of two evils.”
“We hope that voters will examine the
position of candidates on the full range
of issues,” reads Faithful Citizenship.
In addition, voters encounter
difficulty in choosing a candidate due to
the complexity of Catholic social
teaching, public policy, and our political
system itself, according to Hudson. For
example, public policy is so complex
because its consequences are often
uncertain. “This complexity makes it
difficult for voters (to make a decision
as to who to vote for),” he said.
Faithful Citizenship does not point to
one party or candidate as better than
another. Although this may make the
Catholic decision as to who to vote for
more difficult, the document serves a
meaningful purpose, especially during

this time of the year.
For instance, the document prompts
us to consider the common good and
stresses the importance of voting in order
to secure that end. “Faithful Citizenship
may not tell you who to vote for, but (the)
principles (included in the document)
will make you better citizens when you
cast your vote on November 7,” said
Hudson.
Jaehnig compared the document to a
compass. “It tells us what the moral
principles are, but not specifically how
to get to (these) end(s),” she said.
The year 2000 marks a time in which
the majority of the college student
population will be voting for the first
time. Hudson noted that most students
who attended the symposium were not
eligible to vote in the 1996 Presidential
Election. Hudson opened his
presentation by saying, “I want to talk
to these guys who are going to vote for
the first time in November.”
Beth Boulay ’03 commented that the
symposium bettered her understanding
of the document and of her role as an
eligible voter. “I didn’t really know
about the decision of the bishops until I
came to this forum,” she said.
She added that the symposium helped
her to realize the importance of voting,
“Catholics really pride themselves in
saying they can make a difference. One
basic way that we can make a difference
is by voting,” she said.
The symposium was moderated by
Dr. Richard Battistoni, Professor of the
Political Science. An open discussion
during which students questioned
panelists followed.
For more information regarding the
document Faithful Citizenship, visit
www, usccb/org/ faithfulcitizenship/
citizenship.htm.
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Global economy in
double jeopardy
by Elizabeth Holland

’03

World Staff

This past week, officials from the
seven leading world powers met in
Prague, Czech Republic with financial
heads from the United States vowing to
fight against what they described as
“double jeopardy for the global
economy.”
Along with the rising price of oil af
fecting the entire global economy, world
leaders are also concerned about the re
siliency of the euro, Europe’s common
currency. The euro has fared poorly since
its gradual implementation in January
1999. After the international financial
leaders met, foreign ministers said they
would monitor the currency markets to
decide whether to follow up attempts to
strengthen the waning euro with stron
ger intervention tactics. As pressing as
the currency issue is, leaders were even
more resolute with regards to the oil cri
sis, saying it was “crucial for the world
econorhy” that oil-producing nations take
steps to reduce prices, which have tripled
since early 1999.
The euro’s weakness, paired with the
inflationary nature of oil prices, poses
what officials regard to be an immediate
unanticipated danger to global economic
growth. And, according to recent fore
casts, inflation was on track at the fast
est annual pace in more than a decade.
“Oil prices are the largest dark cloud in
the blue sky of the global economy,” U.S.
Treasury Secretary Lawrence H. Sum
mers said, after the Group of 7 meetings.
Echoing the sentiments of numerous oth
ers, Summers was speaking of the recent
increase in the price of crude oil to a tenyear high.
The Clinton Administration’s decision
on September 22 to tap the Strategic Pe
troleum Reserve for thirty million bar
rels to help offset the price of oil was
popular among the countries involved in
the issuing of the communique. With
prices at the pump even higher in Eu
rope than in the United States, other
Group of 7 nations are considering re
leasing oil from their reserves as well.

Prices in Europe are higher because oil
is bought and sold in dollars, which have
been rising in value against the euro.
While interested in tactics for applying
diplomatic pressure on the Organization
of Petroleum Exporting Countries
(OPEC), many of the European nations,
as well as the United States, are wary
because of the weakness of the Euro
pean currency. The euro’s impotence,
coupled with the inflationary impact of
oil, has given Saddam Hussein, the Iraqi
leader, his best opportunity of late to
cause problems for his Western opposi
tion. Since oil supplies are already short,
the Western world depends on Iraq con
tinuing production, which is something
Hussein could halt at any point.
In addition to the immediate conse
quences of the high oil prices and low
euro value, Europe is facing a possible
future dilemma. The decline of the euro
is challenging the European Union’s
concept of continent-wide integration of
the currency. This problem is especially
pressing, and later this week Denmark
is set to vote on whether to join the “euro
zone.” Ultimately, the desired geo
graphical and political expansion of the
European Union is fundamentally tied
to the welfare of the euro.
Linked with the desire to decrease oil
prices is the United States’ apparent in
terest in the welfare of the euro. America
has long lent support to European inte
gration as a way of guaranteeing stabil
ity in a region where the United States
has many economic interests. The con
certed effort made by many nations (in
cluding the United States), to buy in eu
ros and sell in dollars, yen and other
currencies has gone smoothly and marks
the first time in more than three years
that this country has been so involved
in such intervention tactics.
The attempt by the United States to
influence international currency and oil
prices has at times resulted in this coun
try being viewed as an aggressive inter
ventionist, an image that is not the norm
for a country that often argues that such
markets should be allowed to take care
of themselves.
Source: The New York Times

Peru’s problems continue:
President resigns
by

Ben Downing ’03

World Staff

For the past ten years, the South
American nation of Peru has been iden
tified by its powerful president Alberto
K. Fujimori. His role has come to an
abrupt and astonishing halt. On Septem
ber 17th , Mr. Fujimori announced that
he would call for new elections in Peru,
and that he would not be a candidate.
Leaders of the United States and Latin
America were surprised by the move, but
welcomed it as a much needed step in
the right direction for Peru. While wel
coming the move, they expressed con
cern that Peru might face a period of
unrest, and voiced uncertainty about
what role its influential army might play.
During his decade in office, Mr.
Fujimori served the United States as an
active ally in the war against drugs, but
began to lose support from Washington
following his increased involvement in
scandal. The scandal most responsible
for his drastic fall from power was Mr.
Fujimori’s recent re-election to a third
five-year term. This disputed re-election
had the United States and the Organiza
tion of American States calling for demo
cratic reforms in the Peruvian govern
ment. Also under the gun in Peru was
powerful intelligence chief, Vladimiro
Montesinos. Montesinos is currently in
Lima, the capital of Peru, where he is
under investigation, following the na
tionwide release of a tape that allegedly
shows him bribing an opposing party
member to switch to the president’s
party.

Mr. Fujimori won his new term in a run
off election that was boycotted by op
posing candidate Alejandro Toledo, who
has also been internationally
condenmed. Of all the American nations,
the United States was most vociferous
in criticizing the election. Since then, the
United States has more or less reconciled
itself to Mr. Fujimori’s continued incum
bency. Thousands of people poured onto
the streets of Lima in jubilation early this
week to celebrate Mr. Fujimori’s prom
ised departure from office, which
stunned a country which is accustomed
to the president clinging tenaciously to
power. Mr. Fujimori has just recently met
with his cabinet, but he has not issued
any public statements. Mr. Fujimori’s
decision to step down appears to have
been sparked by the public airing of the
embarrassing tape whose origin remains
a mystery. Mr. Montesinos rarely ap
pears in public, and Peruvians and for
eign observers were baffled that a tape
apparently made in Montesinos office
leaked out and was broadcast on televi
sion.
In heralding Mr. Fujimori’s action,
Jake Siewert, a White House spokesman
said, “It is clear that the people in Peru
want full democracy, and we hope that
all elements in Peru will support this pro
cess.” Clearly, Peru is a nation in flux
and turmoil. Now, all that the leaders of
the United States and the Organization
of American States can do is carefully
monitor the transition of power, and fa
cilitate the realization of Peru’s ultimate
goal: full democracy and freedom for all.

Source: The New York Times
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The World...in brief
Riots in the Republic
PRAGUE, Czech Republic - Some
5,000 anticapitalist activists marched on
the IMF and World Bank summit Tues
day, throwing firebombs at riot police
who responded with tear gas and water
cannons. At least 30 people were in
jured, including 12 police and three pro
testers; one of them was left uncon
scious in a hospital after being hit in the
head with a rock. South Africa’s finance
minister, Trevor Manuel, said it was un
clear what the activists were seeking,
as they fight economic globalization.

British poet passes away
LONDON - R.S. Thomas, a priest and
Welsh nationalist who became one of
Britain’s most admired poets, died on
Monday at the age of 87, His style was
spare, and was sometimes compared to
Robert Frost. Thomas was nominated
for the Nobel Prize in literature in 1996.

Rift Valley Fever strikes again
SAUDI ARABIA, YEMEN - Saudi
Arabia has closed its borders with
Yemen to prevent the spread of Rift
Valley Fever which has left dozens dead
and hundreds ill in both countries, This
disease is transmitted to humans
through mosquitoes, and this outbreak
is the first time this disease has struck
outside of Africa.

Castro has accused Washington of en
couraging “air quality.”

Different type of traffic jam
BERLIN - Thousands of German
truckers protesting higher gas prices
clogged the streets around the capital’s
center Tuesday demanding relief de
spite the government offering low-in
terest loans. Some 2,000 trucks had
blocked Berlin’s central Tiergarten park
to the Brandenburg Gate at what pro
test organizers call a “last chance” to
seek relief. The loans — in addition to
concessions already made last week
would be given to mid-sized trucking
companies based in Germany that are
running into cash shortages because of
spiraling fuel costs.

You can run but you can’t hide
TORONTO - A man who deserted the
Soviet Red Army almost a decade ago
must stay in a Canadian detention cen
ter until the day he is deported to Rus
sia, immigration officials ruled Mon
day. Arkady Bykov was 18 when he
fled the Soviet army in 1991. After
years of stealthy border crossings and
life in the shadows, he arrived in
Canada, hoping for asylum. However,
Canadian officials are intent on send
ing him home, where he could face up
to 20 years in prison.

It’s the one you least expect
Castro points to Washington
CUBA - Reacting to the United States
decision last week to give asylum to nine
Cuban defectors, Fidel Castro and thou
sands of protestors converged on a Ha
vana plaza in front of the American diplomatic offices. The nine refugees fled
in a small plane that crashed into the sea

MEXICO CITY - A former director of
the federal highway police, Enrique
Harari Garduno, is under arrest in a
continuing investigation of officials
linked to the Juarez drug cartel, the
police said. Mr. Harari Garduno is ac
cused of receiving more than $1 mil
lion and even used military vehicles to
transport drugs.
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What is with the soccer music? Our soccer team is a off to a rough start, but that can be fixed, and I hope I can help by
providing a suggestion. I have a feeling one of the reasons they may not be pumped up enough to win games is because of the
strange, Enya-type, misty thunderstorm relaxation tape music they listen to during warmups. What is this stuff? Every time
they have a game, they are out there two hours earlier prancing the width of the field in some kind of a trance, doing some
Karate Kid crane kick type dance to limber up. I am not the most athletic person by any means, but I don’t think listening to
that Euro-discoteca new wave crap will get you psyched enough to actually win the game. Play some Ozzy Osbourne, AC/
DC, or even some “Eye of the Tiger,” because none of those Jewel-esque, Tae-Bo soundtracks are enough to prepare you to
win anything more than a haiku reading contest. As much as I do not enjoy being stirred from quality sleep by warmup music
coming from the soccer field, if it was at least cool music (Guns ‘N’ Roses, Metallica), I think I could handle it. Good luck in
the future (and getting Ozzy’s “Crazy Train” may be a good strategy to help intimidate the other team. Somehow I do not think
that Sarah McLachlan exactly strikes fear into the opponent). -Kevin McPhee ‘01
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Tangents and Tirades
Another act of diversity desperation. Admissions’ officials at the University of Wisconsin-Madison attempted to show the
ethnic diversity of their campus — where about ten percent of the 40,000 students are minorities — by taking a photo of white
students at a UW football game and doc
toring the photo to show the face of an
African-American student-activist. An
astute member of the student newspa
per, Anna Gould, noticed that “the sun
was gleaming off [the black student,
Diallo Shabazz’s] face yet everyone else
was in the shade.” Ashamed university
officials have apologized publicly and
are spending $64,000 to reprint and re
call over 100,000 applications. Does this
sound eerily reminiscent of the flap over
the UNICCO employee “dressed like a
PC student” (Abercrombie?) in that
“unstaged” photo that made its way into
the 1998 PC view book? At least UW
officials can be shamed. -Joe Creamer ’01
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Have you ever noticed that when a line forms outside Harkins Hall in the morning when everyone is
scurrying to get to class there always seems to be those three or four students who take it upon themselves to budge in line? It’s
especially annoying when it’s pouring rain outside. It’s almost like they have a free pass card or something. Time to get out of
the 3rd grade and abide by the budging rules. -Pat Slattery ‘03

Something to Think About: The Summer Olympics, which are currently being contested in Sydney, Australia, have come
under great scrutiny in the past four days as allegations of use of illegal, performance enhancing drugs have again come to
light. The idea that an individual representing an entire nation would stoop so low as to use nefarious means to gain an
advantage belies the Olympic ideal of fair, friendly competition between nations. In a way, these continuing allegations of
foul play make a larger statement regarding the world in which we live. Nations now will resort to any means to scramble for
the position of “number two” behind the United States. Championship gold and economic and social prosperity are highly
analogous in that they define a nation as achieving high levels of world-renowned success. The sad point to take from all of
this is the case of world record holding shot putter C.J. Hunter, husband of U.S. track celebrity Marion Jones. An American,
supposedly at the top of his sport, representing America as an international power, failed four drug tests prior to the Olympic
games. When the blatant disrespect for conventions of justice and fair play hit home, it’s time to take a serious look at our
priorities in this world. Is it more important to win at all costs, or attempt to share equally in a well-contested game of life? A
thought to ponder. -Marcus K. Dowling ’00, Contribuating Writer
Draconian Policy in New York New York is charging battered women with neglect for “failing to protect” their fetuses and
children. A 1998 state court ruling states that “subjecting children to scenes of domestic violence suffices for neglect.” The
Commissioner of New York’s Administration for Child Services feels that if a women fails to keep a batterer away or move to
a safe place, the state should remove the children. The New York Times profiled seven women this summer who were beaten
by their boyfriends/husbands while pregnant. All terminated their relationship with their abusers, yet all were charged with
neglect. Subsequently, all lost contact with their children in the first few months of their lives. Some still have not been in
contact with their children. The state should not negate the right of women to be free of domestic violence with an unfair
responsibility to shield their child from harm, as a woman cannot always control who she comes into contact with, as restrain
ing orders do not always keep someone away. Instead of punishing those who are afflicted by domestic violence, the state
should seek to punish those who beat the women in their lives. -Ryan McLeod ’01

And the hits just keep on rollin’:
www.providence.edu/thecow
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Ineffectual affairs of state: The pitiful
state of the 2000 Presidential election
Taking that "sketchy”
Surplus? Not after
guy home to meet mom
Dubya’s done

by

Marcus K. Dowling ’00

Guest Commentary

I just finished watching Al Gore kiss
a 95-year-old woman in a nursing home,
after promising her that he would im
prove her Medicare benefits. Not that
Al Gore has told the National Education
Association that he wants to reform
America’s schools. Not that he’s told
the Fraternal Order of Police that he
wants to secure the lives of American
citizens with an increased police influ
ence. Not that he has told everyone ev
erything that they want to hear recently.
After seeing either Gore or Bush pander
to another constituency so shamelessly
for the umpteenth time, I decided to put
my foot down. The way it looks right
now, they support everyone on any is
sue. To quote any random PC student,
this behavior can be qualified as being...
“totally sketchy.” In this article, I wish
to propose what I hoped this campaign
would look like and the despicable show
it has become. Sit back, relax, and en
joy my irate little show.
I blame this sudden turn for the worse
on the early election cycle success of
John McCain and Bill Bradley. Their
success showed that people can and will
listen. It’s just that now that they are
gone, both Gore and Bush have proven
that the American people will listen to
anything, no matter how foolish it may
be. It is rather pitiful that we as Ameri
can citizens are more concerned about
George W. Bush’s tearful confessions
about his alcoholic past and his marriage
while sitting as a guest on the Oprah
Winfrey show, than about his proposed
plan for health care regulations. Or, that
Joseph Lieberman is more concerned
with taking away my twelve year-old
cousin’s copy of Eminem’s Marshall
Mathers LP and his copy of Tomb Raider
instead of wondering about how to keep
a psycho seven-year old with an AK-47
from blowing him away. When
America’s politicians take stands about
themselves, pop music, and video games,
AND WE ARE FORCED TO CARE
ABOUT IT, it shows just.how dispos
able supposed icons of our culture, such
as elections, have become. Instead of
crying about one’s personal failings or
using lame red herring arguments to di
vert America’s attention away from the
freak show of failed policy goals our
nation has become, our candidates
should be forcing themselves to sit and
seriously consider the problems at hand
in our nation. Don’t even mention the
debates. If they have to decide when

they’re going to talk about our problems
and can’t find a suitable enough talking
head to toss them softballs for questions,
we have a major problem.
There are a lot of great issues out
there this Fall. What to do with the bud
get surplus. Education reform. Trade
with China. Crime and poverty in ur
ban America. Bringing back the middle
class. There’s a lot to talk about, but the
fear that someone just might listen has
scared these two candidates. Call me
crazy if you must, but I want a guy like
Alabama Governor George Wallace to
tell me that he is a bigoted fool. Or, even
not so severe, I want someone to really
tell me how they truly feel. I just want
truth and sincerity from my fellow man.
Is that a crime?
Pandering to people makes them feel
both loved and stupid at the same time.
It’s like seeing three girls sitting in a bar
and being the idiot guy that hits on ev
ery single one of them the exact same
way, hoping that one of them will give
him the proverbial “time of day.” Al
Gore and George W. Bush, to continue

by

Ryan McLeod ’01

Commentary Staff

Alright folks, it is time for George W.
Bush to start giving the public a dose of
reality, like all those reality-based shows
on prime time these days claim to do. It
is time for Bush to stop harping on
Gore’s exaggerations and tell us not
about rats or moles, but about his
economic plans for America. The truth
of the matter is that W. is telling us what
we want to hear, instead of what we need
to hear.
This campaign season the issues are
health care, particularly prescription
drug coverage for seniors, protecting
Social Security, education reform, and
that old Republican stalwart, tax cuts.
The good news for Governor Bush is that
the Congressional Budget Office,
(CBO), the U.S. Government’s
accounting agency, is projecting a
surplus of $4.6 trillion. Yet W. is so busy
spending the money, he seems to be
forgetting one thing - the surplus is a
projection.

discretionary spending each year.
Moreover, if the CBO is off by one
percent in its forecast for economic
growth—the surplus is higher or lower
by $320 billion.
Let’s look at Bush’s economic
proposal, keeping in mind the $1.4
trillion left to play with. Bush’s own
website, georgewbush.com, has the
following chart:
Total Surplus:
$4,563 trillion
Less Social Security Lock Box:
$2,388 trillion
On-Budget Surplus: $2,173 trillion
Less Tax Cuts and Spending:
$1,907 trillion
Total Remaining Surplus:
$ 265.3 billion

Wait a second - Bush does not take
into account the Medicare trust fund and
the government employee pension fund,
which is why he ends up with a $265.3
billion surplus. Once you factor in the
Medicare trust fund and the government
employee pension fund, $800 billion,
one realizes that Bush’s tax cuts and
spending plans (Medicare), cannot be
paid for in full. In fact, Bush’s plan
would put America $500 billion in debt.
Never mind that he wants to enact a full
Medicare prescription drug benefit plan
for our nation’s seniors, he cannot even
pay for his tax cut!
Instead of diverting the nation’s
attention from the shortcomings of his
economic plan by attacking Gore’s
stiffness and a possible Gore mole in the
Bush campaign staff, Bush ought to own
Sketchy” or “shifty:” which guy would you take home?
up and say “hey, I screwed up.” It would
this analogy, are that “idiot guy,” and of
The bad news, according to the fit in perfectly with the thesis of a Peggy
course, as any PC girl worth their weight Brookings Institute’s policy briefing on Noonan,
the
former
Reagan
in Alumni bucks can tell you, that be the surplus, is the portion of the surplus speechwriter, article the other day - the
havior makes someone “totally sketchy.” that Congress has agreed to put in a “lock Dumb-Good guy v. the Smart-Evil guy
We all know what invariably happens to box” is included in that figure. That in this election. Obviously, the dumb
all sketchy guys in the end. They get includes the Social Security trust fund, guy is George W. Bush.
dismissed to that grimy seat in the back the Medicare trust fund, and the
Let the last six weeks of the
comer, waiting for another hapless fool government employee pension fund, presidential campaign be about the
on which to ply their “game.” Both Gore which totals approximately $3.2 trillion. issues, not the personalities of the men
and Bush have plied their “game,” their That leaves about $1.4 trillion for involved. Unfortunately, that’s wishful
shameless pandering act, to the Ameri discretionary spending over the next thinking on my part, since neither
can people at all costs. They even pan decade. That seems like a lot, but when campaign wants to talk about poverty,
dered to one another for about a second, you realize that the CBO assumes that corporate welfare, the ever increasing
until those damned “sublim
discretionary spending (the thirteen gap between the rich and poor, race
mininable “ messages got in the way. It’s appropriations bills Congress must pass relations, the true size of the surplus, or
really no surprise that this race is being every year, plus the defense budget) will nuclear weapons. The media would
called a dead heat. No one wants to vote, remain constant over the next 10 years, never cover the issues, as they are only
but someone has to win. Even that you know the projections are too concerned about one thing sketchy guy gets the girl, and eventually optimistic. Discretionary spending has sensationalism. They love it when the
gets to meet her mother in the end. It’s a actually increased the last three years, candidates screw up or go on the attack
shame, really.
despite the so-called “caps,” which were because it captures America’s attention.
supposed to progressively cut back on We crave entertainment from our
politicians, not leadership.

Casting a ballot for boredom in 2000
by

Kevin McPhee ’01

Commentary Staff

Come one, come all that have spare
time to kill on November 7 because it
is time to elect a new commander-inchief to pack up his U-Haul and move
into the White House. Who knows what
kind of clean up crew will be needed to
renovate the Oval Office after Clinton’s
romps in the frat house at 1600
Pennsylvania Avenue? I could care less
who wins this election seeing as both
candidates have less personality than
Rosie the robotic maid on The Jetsons.
The candidates provide no incentive to
care about the presidential election.
They come across as expressionless
cyborgs, spouting off statistics and
empty promises about policies that will
take almost their whole term just to get
into writing and give us nothing in

which to believe in terms of a strong
leader or a man in whom to put our trust.
Right now, I am still wondering if either
of the candidates has a pulse!
Whatever happened to leaders that
you could look up to as great men who
could lead a nation through tough times,
like the Great Depression, World War II,
or the series finale of Seinfelds We need
leadership and someone that we can
trust, rather than just a couple of
cardboard cutouts that promise a bunch
of policies. These proposals are not
nearly as important as restoring the
reputation of the United States, which
suffered a severe blow due to the tawdry
romps of Monica and Bill.
It’s a little insulting that the only thing
that the candidates in the presidential
race are doing is using some of our pop
culture icons to tell us to vote as if we
are mindless flocks of sheep. Are we

going to mob the registrar because the
Counting Crows’ Adam Duritz ruins a
live version of “Rain King” to rock the
vote? The effort to relate to our
generation of young, and in some cases,
first time voters, is a step in the right
direction, but trying to relate to the youth
of the country in this “six degrees of
Kevin Bacon” sort of way is not the best
or most honest approach.
These candidates should take a cue
from the incumbent president who
captured the young adult votes by
making himself available to the young
voting audience with appearances on
MTV and The Arsenio Hall Show (what
ever happened to that guy?). These
allowed Clinton to display his youthful
side, representing a shift from the typical
stiff politicians to a new energetic type
of leader. Although Clinton did not turn
out to be the most morally upstanding

President of the United States, his rather
unique approach of availing himself to
the public and showing that he was
going to be a source of change for the
future contributed to his success in
1992.
I am not saying Iwant another
candidate with a Clintonesque libido,
but what I would like to see is the
candidates show some charisma, deliver
some inspiring speeches, or at least
blink their eyes, for the love of GOD!
The present candidates are a bunch of
uninteresting zombies who mumble
about prescription plans and whine
about subliminal messages in campaign
advertisements.
Gore and Bush should spend less
time pining over the subliminal
messages in their meaningless

Ballot, page 9
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Putting the
Law smoking away
"strategic" back good education
opportunities
into petroleum
by

Dave Holman ’03

Commentary Editor

Ian Thorpe was sick this week with
an upper respiratory infection, so
someone had to get busy shattering
world records. And, who better than the
man who refuses to exit stage left, your
President and mine, Bill Clinton? Upon
direction from his hopeful successor,
Vice President Al Gore, Clinton set the
record for his administration following
up on campaign rhetoric: one day.
That’s right. Just one day after Al
Gore called for a release of oil from the
Strategic Petroleum Reserve (and as the
Presidential race tightened), the White
House just happened to make the same
crucial and unprecedented decision and
authorized a release of 30 million barrels
of oil in late October or early November.
Al Gore is praying for late October.

He feels Gore’s pain
The 570 million barrel Strategic
Petroleum Reserve was established in
the wake of the 1973 Arab oil embargo.
The intent was that the reserve would
only be used in times of threatened
national security, as in supply
interruptions by war, or another embargo
of that nature. The only other time such
a release has occurred was under
President Bush during the Persian Gulf
War. Clinton has shown amazing
restraint and respect in the past, even
during his own election year, in making
releases from the reserve. Even just six
months ago, following a winter of record
high heating oil and gas prices, Al Gore
thought the impact of such a release
would be minimal.
The whole plan is an economic pipe
dream. Alan Greenspan and even
Clinton’s Secretary of the Treasury
Lawrence Summers, have criticized talk
of such releases. When Al Gore said that
OPEC could easily counteract such a

release, he was right. Even if OPEC lets
the release go unchecked, 30 million
barrels of oil will make little impact in a
country that uses 19.3 million barrels per
day, with its refineries operating at 97
percent capacity. So the price at the
pump goes down by 10 cents and the
wholesale price of heating oil falls 5
cents. What kind of impact is that?
Releasing oil from the reserve in such
a case sets a dangerous precedent. It
would be one thing if there were a real
emergency, such as a sharp decrease in
supply or visible hostility from OPEC.
However, to put price control of fossil
fuels in the president’s hands blurs his
role and that of the reserve. Where is the
brink now in oil prices? Can we expect
releases when the price per barrel
reaches $30? $35?
That would all be the case if this was
a simple policy decision by the Clinton
Administration. The haste of the whole
thing indicates otherwise. For four years,
people have called for releases from the
reserve to knock down heating oil prices,
and for four years the politicians have
said no. Now, in the midst of a tight
election, after one day of consideration,
a weighty judgment is served from the
White House with as much hesitation as
they would offer a stay in the Lincoln
Bedroom. The only brink involved in
this decision is an administration with
no energy plan or foreign policy
backbone sliding dangerously close to
an election and a potential loss.
How convenient is it that Al Gore is
part of the administration releasing the
oil, up for election, and still publicly
calling upon that very administration for
action? This week he said, “We need
aggressive national action right now.”
Okay, Al, then do it! His administration
has had eight years to formulate a real
energy policy and engage OPEC with
“aggressive national action,” and what
good has that done?
It looks like the only people taking
this as a serious policy move are Clinton
and Energy Secretary Bill Richardson.
While everyone and their sister are
laughing at this almost as hard as Gore’s
favorite childhood lullaby being the
“Union Label” song (circa 1975), the
best response the Gore campaign can
muster is, “Yeah, well, your mom wears
cowboy boots and you belong to ‘big
oil.’” The release’s political nature may
end up as a greater political burden than
aid to Gore in the long run.
My apparent cynicism may be awry
here. I could have overestimated a basic
and first energy policy decision for some
devious act only a self-serving and
spineless politician would pull. I could
be part of some vast, pro-OPEC, right
wing conspiracy. And this policy might
even work.

Ballot for boredom
Continued from page 8
advertisements. They need to worry
about the stiff, half-dead image they
convey to the American people, who,
come this November, have to choose
between two suits who spit out political
jargon and make CNN seem like
Melrose Place.
This isn’t an election, it’s a Pepsi
Challenge! Based on what these
candidates have shown us in terms oftheir individual character and leadership
ability, we should just strap on a
blindfold and pull whatever lever we can
find.
I am trying to find something
positive about these candidates, such as
Gore’s adamant environmental concern,
but unless he plans on changing the
Democratic Party symbol to Yogi Bear,
he will have to be more than a one

dimensional candidate. Meanwhile,
George W. Bush does not seem to have
an original bone in his body. He tries to
talk like his father, act like his father,
and he’s even as boring to listen to as
his father! (Take a hint from Karate Kid
ll. Sequels are not always a success and
they are often barely tolerable).
I do not mean to be too negative, but
it is hard to find the light at the end of
the election tunnel as we draw closer to
Election Day. Neither candidate has
shown that they are capable of human
emotion or a facial expression other than
a blank, ambiguous stare. I hope that
one of them decides to dress up as a
human for Halloween and leave the
costume on for a week so that we can at
least be under the delusion that we are
electing something better than C3PO to
the highest office in the land.

by Sasha

Gillin ’04

Commentary Staff

This fall, college students and
educators nationwide are reacting
critically to a federal anti-drug law they
say discriminates against class and race.
This law, the Higher Education Act
(HEA), originally enacted in late 1998,
has gone into full effect for the first time
this semester. The law prohibits students
from receiving federal financial aid if
they have been convicted of illegal drug
offenses, or left the drug question on the
FAFSA blank.
Various national
organizations such as the NAACP,
ACLU, the National Organization of
Women, American Public Health
Association, and many other smaller
groups have joined the Coalition for
HEA Reform in their battle to place logic
into this discriminatory law. The law has
already prevented over 6,000 students
from receiving financial aid, and the
number will most likely increase
considering more than 750,000 people
left the drug question on the FAFSA
blank.

The HEA especially
targets people of
minority groups,
although most
illegal drug users
are white
While it is necessary for politicians
to take a stand against drug use, this law
does not take a fair approach, to
combating America’s drug problem,
since it only affects students in need.
This law does not attempt to curb drug
usage among students of well-to-do
families who do not need to receive aid
to attend college, while it punishes
students of working families in middle
and lower classes. The children of upper
class families not only have the funding
to send their children to colleges without
worry, but they also have the money for
good lawyers, so even if these students
are charged with the same crime as a
student of lesser means, they are much
less likely to be convicted.
The HEA especially targets people of
minority groups in lower income areas,
although most illegal drug users are
white. In New York, 95% of those
imprisoned for illegal drug use are
African American, although statistics
show that they make up less than 13%
of America’s drug users. The Human
Rights Watch has reported that five times
more whites use drugs than blacks
although blacks are convicted for drug
use thirteen times more often than
whites. If this law continues to deny
students an education based on arrest
records, it will also have a racist

outcome.
Denying students an education is an
extremely hypocritical reaction to a
crime, since the country emphasizes
education as the building tool to success
and good choices. Countless studies have
proven that education is directly related
to lowering drug use and other poor
decisions. Yet, this law is working
squarely against this idea. If students
with problematic histories were given
access to a well-rounded education and
healthy involvement in activities through
college, instead of being denied of them,
drug problems would most likely
decrease. Denying the experience of
college and education could very well
leave a student with few choices and put
them on a destructive downward path.
Providence College’s new drug and
alcohol policy states that a first time
offender is given a $100 fine with
possible parental notification, and may
be put on disciplinary probation. The
sanction of disciplinary probation lack s
logic. Alternative activities that do not
involve the use of drugs or alcohol, such
as athletics and clubs, decrease students’
use of drugs by providing positive
influences and keep students busy with
enjoyable and important projects. Many
students are involved in various activities
on campus that provide these values and
require a sense of commitment and
energy. Revoking these activities from
students removes a sense of individual
responsibility,
dedication
and
constructive ways for them to use talents
and energy, all of which tend to keep
students from using drugs and alcohol.
Despite these facts, school policies
choose to ignore this message and
eliminate these positive influences as a
punishment. Perhaps this is done
because it is a simple, easy solution to a
tough problem, but the fact remains that
depriving students of activities will more
than likely increase the risk of drug abuse
and other poor decisions. In my opinion,
it would be a more effective penalty to
have students who have violated the
policy participate in extra activities, such
as community service, which would give
them something to do with their time
other than drinking.
If America wants to take a firm stand
against drug use, they should discuss a
more logical and respectable plan that
would affect all students who have used
illegal drugs and not just the ones who
are in need attaining government aid.
Campuses all over the country, including
the University of Michigan, Yale
University, the University of Maryland,
all the Big Ten schools, Rutgers
University, as well as many others, are
endorsing the HEA Reform Campaign.
Students and educators who wish to
support the campaign are needed and are
asked to visit www.RaiseYourVoice.com
or Students for Sensible Drug Policy at
www.ssdp.org to join or express their
opinions.

Congratulations to
Sasha Gillin ’04, the newest
member of the
Commentary Staff!

Pledge to vote! Contact a
Democracy Captain, visit
www.pledgetovote.com, or
call Dr. Cammarano, x2906.
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Sexual assault: not
just in the shadows
by Erin Simmeth

’03

Commentary Staff

Sex is not supposed to happen at
Providence College. If it does, it must
be between the hours of 10 a.m. and 2
a.m. on weekends, when parietals
remind us of a Catholic standard of
sexual morality. However, the
“annoying” parietals serve another
purpose which is less likely to be
mentioned by the white-jacketed Friar
leading a tour: parietals are the last
protection against sexual assault, nonconsensual sex, or even a seemingly
innocent rendezvous that might be
regretted the next morning.
I’m not necessarily defending pari
etals or the imposition of a certain reli
gious morality on the private lives of
students. But after passing the dorm se
curity guard, we are left to our own de
vices, dependent on common sense and
good luck to keep us safe from the pos
sible threat of sexual assault. The con
versation between the college and stu
dents about this is limited; we are all
required to attend one presentation as
freshmen about protecting ourselves
against date rape or assault. Also, Se
curity sponsors RAD, a course for
women which teaches basic self-de
fense methods. However, no one really
knows how prevalent sexual assault is
on campus. In fact, many students seem
to believe that we are not at risk at PC,
as if the statistic that I in 4 college
women are sexually assaulted each year
must have come from somewhere else.
As new freshmen, we sat hushed
somewhere between boredom and mor
bid fascination and listened to our hall
directors invoke warnings and statistics
that probably scared us into chasing our
roommates around for a few weeks. We
swore that we would never take drinks
from a stranger or walk home at night
without an army of friends flanking
each side. We pictured dark comers at
loud, drunken parties where suspicious
characters would beckon from the shad
ows. We made pacts with our new
friends that no one would ever be left
alone at a party or lost in a crowded
room. We were going to be safe the
Providence College way: by making
sure no one would ever touch us and
nothing would ever go wrong.
As time passed from that first dis
cussion, students gained confidence,
leading us to place ourselves regularly
in precarious situations. Every time we
go out with a group, or even if two
people go out alone (that’s right, some
people do date in college), we end up
in situations where sex can be a possi

bility or in situations where the person
we are with may not be willing, or even
able to respect and understand our limi
tations. At these times, that brief presen
tation from our first month on campus
may seem very distant and irrelevant as
one faces reality.
For instance, we have all been warned
from many voices not to leave drinks
unattended, not to accept drinks from
strangers, and not to drink the punch!
These admonitions are common sense
protections from the possibility of a
sexual predator using date-rape drugs
that leave the victim utterly defenseless.
Most everyone knows these basic “sur
vival rules,” and this is how most people
expect sexual assault to occur. Even still,
girls do go out and leave themselves
open to this kind ofpredation all the time,
feeling secure that their girlfriends will
watch out for them, or that nothing will
ever happen to them.
Many students live under a false
sense of security thinking they will never
become victims. As time passes, week
after week, from that first scary Resi
dence Life presentation, the exhortations
and warnings grow fainter in the minds
of confident, naive students who think
no one at Providence College would con
sider such a thing. We want to believe
that every person is as morally upstand
ing as the majority of people and that no
one would be so pathetic and desperate
as to attempt such a cowardly and sub
human ploy to gain sexual access. But
sexual assault does happen here, even if
no one wants to talk about it.
Sex on campus is definitely taboo. To
mention sexual assault as a real, concrete
problem on campus, not just a nightmar
ish far-fetched possibility, is to be either
a prude or to be a man-hating feminist
throwing out accusations. But, the truth
is that these things really do happen, and
the same people who do not want to hear
about it because the thought offends, or
sounds like defamation, would be
equally enraged if the victim were a fam
ily member or significant other. We do
not want to have to look at these reali
ties too closely because we would rather
remain naive and unaware in our hopes
that everyone else will look out for us.
However, we, college students, must
take complete responsibility for our own
health and safety. We must temper this
blind faith that everything will be fine
and realize that while the vast majority
of people are well-intentioned, the pos
sibility exists that there is someone out
there who will take advantage of you.
The school does not want to tell us this,
our friends do not want to talk about it,
but sexual assault can and does happen.
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Veritas versus higher
convenient “truths?”
by James

Kabala ’02

Commentary Staff

Abner Louima was the New York
City resident who a few years ago was
brutally tortured by a group of thugs
doubling as New York City police
officers. His tales of torture were mainly
true, but one detail was not. Louima
claimed that as the officers were
torturing him, they shouted, “It’s
Giuliani time!” In retrospect, this claim
seems strikingly implausible, but at the
time it was uncritically accepted by the
media and believed by such gullible
members of the public as yours truly. In
the end, Louima admitted that this aspect
of his ordeal had been fabricated. People
had been willing to accept the quote
because it served their own ends.
A similar case arose when it was
revealed that it was not true that Cassie
Bemall, one of the victims at Columbine,
had been asked whether she believed in
God and killed because she replied in the
affirmative. It now appears that it was
another student who was asked the
question and that it happened after
Bemall had already been shot. Despite
this, Cassie Bemall’s story continues to
spread and be treated as a fact. Some
people have tried to prove that the story
is true after all, claiming that there were
witnesses, although the police have said
that there was only one witness to
Bemall’s death. More disturbingly, some
have claimed that it doesn’t really matter
whether the story is true. One pastor
openly declared his intention to keep
spreading the story even if it should be
proved untrue beyond all doubt.
Meanwhile, research has shown that
Nobel Peace Prize winner Rigoberta
Menchu’s autobiography, I, Rigoberta
Menchu, is full of falsehoods. Ms.
Menchu, a Guatemalan human rights
activist and opponent of the military
dictatorship that ruled that country for
decades, exaggerated her own poverty,
misrepresented her ethnic background,
and reported things that had happened
to others as having happened to her.
While Menchu’s supporters tried to
defend some of her claims, in the end
they could not deny that the book was
chock-full of lies. Yet, they are unfazed.
Professors who include I, Rigoberta
Menchu on mandatory reading lists
declare that they have no plans to remove
it. One declares that, “we hold Rigoberta
Menchu to a higher standard of truth,”
which, as one columnist notes, really
means a lower standard of truth.
Linking these stories is the idea of
people placing ideology above truth.

Both the pastor who defends the
apparently mythical story about Bemall,
and the professor who defends the lies
of Menchu, place truth a poor second
behind getting people to believe what
they want. One might be inclined to
forgive them. If people, especially
young people, have been brought to
Christianity through Bemall’s inspiring
story, that is wonderful. As for the case
of Menchu, who would not be happy to
see opposition build against a brutal
military dictatorship? Must such good
results be built on foundations of
untruth? These people should realize
that regardless of what short-term gains
lying can bring, in the long run, it is
better to stake yourself on the truth.
Imagine the disillusionment newly
converted Christians might feel if they
learn the truth about the story that led
them to their new beliefs. Instead, there
would be far greater satisfaction if they
knew that their beliefs were based
entirely on the truth. Similarly,
Rigoberta could easily have built feeling
against the Guatemalan government with
many genuine atrocity stories. She took
a horrible risk in using altered stories,
for the exposure of her lies could quite
easily have harmed the cause of her
people.
Yet these stories are only the tip of
the iceberg. Palestinian activist Edward
Said has also been accused of
Menchuesque exaggerations of his
personal suffering. He vigorously
denied this and amassed evidence
claiming that the articles accusing him
were themselves inaccurate. Clearly one
side or the other is putting ideology
above truth. A rabbi named Daniel Lapin
claims that a quote attributed to Hitler
in a video at the National Holocaust
Museum-“The difference between the
Church and me is that I am finishing the
job”—cannot be found anywhere in
Hitler’s writing, or at least Rabbi Lapin
was unable to find it after more than two
years of searching. Once again, the
cause is “just.” Members of Catholic
and other churches have committed
horrible acts against the Jewish people
and ought to be held accountable for
them-but if this quote is undocumented,
using it is indefensible.
As columnist John Leo has pointed
out, it has become cliche in the media to
say “it doesn’t really matter” whether or
not some horrible event really happened,
due to the event’s serving a larger truth,
even when someone’s reputation is on
the line. It seems as though there are a
lot of people who have insufficient
respect for Veritas.

School uniforms: trying them on can’t hurt
by Pat

Slattery ’03

Commentary Staff

As of this year in Philadelphia,
students in all grades of the city’s 259
public schools are required to wear
uniforms. With over 217,000 students,
the requirement makes Philadelphia the
largest school district in the country to
have uniforms.
Each school got to pick their own
uniform policy, color scheme, and style.
For the first year, the policy will not be
strictly enforced, so if parents object to
their child wearing a uniform, the child
does not have to wear it. Next school
year is a different story, however, with
the uniform policy being strictly
enforced. In the early going, the school
district has not had to worry about
parents’ objections. Most parents love
the policy. It saves them money because
they do not have to buy all the expensive
gear that their kids have to have. Some
schools also have provisions for families
that cannot afford to buy their children
uniforms. Everyone must love this brand
new, great policy, right?
Oh yes, we forgot about those poor

kids who were allowed to wear regular
comfy clothes to school their whole lives
and now must wear itchy, ugly uniforms.
You guessed it: the kids hate the new
policy. The moms and dads all across
Philadelphia love it, and they call the
shots. But does it really pay to make your
kids unhappy just to save a couple
bucks?
Yes, it absolutely pays to have this
new policy. The Philadelphia School
Board put this policy into action and
should be commended on a job well
done. The plan puts the school district
in the right direction in climbing out of
their troubled past and will be the model
for other troubled school districts to get
back on the right track.
The uniforms obviously will not
transform students overnight, and the
Philadelphia School Board knew that.
Pedro A. Ramos, President of the board,
says, “The board had no illusions that
this policy would be a ‘silver bullet that
will solve all of the problems facing
public education. Uniforms won’t, by
themselves, make a student safer or
smarter. But what uniforms can do is
improve school climate. And from where

we sit, that is a pretty good benefit.”
Five years ago, Kearny Elementary
School in Philadelphia began a voluntary
gym uniform policy. The policy was so
well received and undisputed that the
teacher and parent associations put
together a regular uniform policy. The
uniform consists of a light blue shirt of
any style (sweatshirt, golfshirt, button
down, T-shirt, etc.), and dark blue pants
(no jeans). The school staff also wears
the uniform in order to be role models
for the young students. When the policy
was first implemented, about 65 percent
of the students abided by it. In the second
year of the uniform policy, 75 to 80
percent of students accepted the policy,
and for the past two years, the school
has had 100 percent of the 410 students
of the school wearing the uniform. The
key to the whole policy is the
improvement in the behavior of the
students. Eileen Spangnola, Principal of
Kearney Elementary School says, “It
made a difference and contributed to the
calmness of the school. Children have a
different mindset when wearing that
outfit. There is a change in their attitude.”
She said that the mindset focuses on

learning and reduces the amount of
teasing and fighting among students, the
number of classroom disruptions, and the
number of students disciplined and
suspended. The difference in the
students’ behavior was clearly seen when
the students had a dress down day. “Well,
that day was really chaotic,” Spagnola
said. “The staff and I really noticed the
difference in their behavior. I said no
more!” She noted that dressing down
became more of a fun day instead of a
school day.
School uniforms are a great idea.
More school districts should take the
lead of the City of Brotherly Love and
implement the uniform policy. The
uniforms also prevent students from
getting jealous of other students’ top of
the line attire and prevent the
embarrassment of students whose
parents cannot afford to dress their
children in expensive clothes. Students
across the country have been assaulted
or even killed over the outfit that they
wore to school. Even if the uniform
policy saves one or two lives a year, then
we have won.
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19 things
to do off
campus...
Fine Arts
Student Art Show (6/15-10/
18)R1 Office of Higher
Education
Silent Dialogue: Prints by
Ahmoo Angeconeb and
Imna Arroyo (10/3- 11/5)
URI Fine Arts Center
Galleries :
Inheritence: The "Elder
Relatives Series
photo
graphy (9/13-11/5) URI Fine
Arts Center Tucs-Fri 12PM4PM, Sat&Sun 1PM-4PM

•
•

•

Music
Pat McGee Band (9/28)
Lupo’s 9PM
Polyplush Cats & Random
Road Mother (9/28) AS0220
10PM
Turning Blue/ Seventeen/
The Phobes (9/28) Met Cafe
England’s Legendary: Gong/
VMajestic (9/29) Met Cafe
Naftules Dream & The Panic
RaW (9/29) ASO220
Skatalites (9/29) Lupo’s
9PM
Mudvayne (9/30) Lupo’s
6PM
Ruby Falls/ rebuilthangartheory/Halo Altera/String
Builder (10/1) Met Cafe
Wyclef Jean (10/3) Lupo’s
8PM
Project Logic/DJ Logic (10/
4) Lupo’s 9:30PM

•
•
•
•

•
•

•
•
•

•

Theatre
•

School for Scandal (9/1-10/
8) Trinity Reperatory
Company S28-S40
Muse Union Performance
Showcase (9/28) ASO220
6PM
Who’s Afraid of Virginia
Woolf? (9/22-11/12) Trinity
Reperatory Company-Call
Theater For Times
MacBeth (Until 10/15)
Sandra Feinstein- Gamm
Theatre 7PM

•
•

•

Etc
•
•

The Turtles Writers Circle (9/
28)AS220 7PM
Heather Henson’s "Echo
Trace": puppetry (9/28-10/1)
Perishable Theatre CALL
FOR TIMES $13

Addresses and Phone Numbers
•
•
•

•
•
•

•

AS220 115 Empire St
831-9327
Lupo’s 239 Westminster Ave
272-5876
Met Cafe 130 Union Street
861-2142
RI Office of Higher
Education 301 Promenade St
222-6560 ext. 132
Sandra Feinstein- Gamm
Theatre 31 Elbow Street
831-2919
Trinity Reperatory Company
201 Washington St 351-4242
URI Fine Arts Center
Galleries 105 Upper College
Rd, Kingston 874-2775

—Compiled by Mark Balas ’03

Arts & Entertainment
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What’s the frequency?
Changes at PC’s WDOM spur enthusiasm, skepticism
by Jessica Tabak ’01
A&E Editor

The dozens of prospective
91.3 WDOM DJ’s who
attended last week’s fall
semester information sessions
were asked to fill out what
looked a lot like the same old
application—what’s your
availability, your eligibility,
your experience. But a closer
look indicated that this form
was different. On the section on
which radio hopefuls check off
which musical format they
would like for their show, there
was a new option, one that
everyone is familiar with, but
not everyone is happy about—
Top 40.
“The basis of college radio
is giving exposure to new bands
and new kinds of music,” says Hey, Mr. DJ: Ben Gworek ’02 and William Munnerlyn ’01 eyeing the camera during
Ralph Tavares Jr. ’01, WDOM
their Monday night rock show. Despite changes in WDOM’s scheduling, Monday
general manager, “[but] adding
nights have remained mostly rock.
—photo by John Englishmen m
Top 40 to the schedule will get
While this may seem to be a sound “concerned about the Top 40 thing—not
all of the people who listen to Britney
Spears and N ‘SYNC to listen to the plan, it has been met with numerous because Top 40’s bad, but because it
station. In a way, it’s baiting them to dissenters—including some station makes me wonder what the identity of
listen to the indie rock and rap shows.” directors and DJs. For jazz director Pat our station is, and what it’s trying to do.”
But is the purpose of WDOM to serve
WDOM’s Top 40 director Scott Ferrucci ’01, the Top 40 format doesn’t
the
PC listening community, or to give
fit
in
with
the
rest
of
the
station
’
s
Seseski ’04 agrees. “I guess we’re just
trying to play stuff that people have heard schedule, which is composed primarily much-needed exposure to new artists?
so that they’ll hopefully stay tuned for of indie rock and rap. “People want to Although WDOM operates out of a
listen to what they know,” he explains. budget allocated by Providence College,
rock or rap shows.”
For Tavares, getting more people to “If we’re playing Top 40 in the cafeteria, Brendan Ryan ’01, WDOM music
listen to the station is a key to improving students may go home and turn on director, is uncomfortable saying that the
it. “There haven’t been enough people WDOM to hear more, but will end up station should be obliged to play music
listening to DOM on campus,” he argues. disappointed when they hear rap or rock that will appeal to all students. “Some
people believe that is the purpose of an
“Last year, no one went to station music that they aren’t familiar with.”
For long-time WDOM listeners, this on-campus radio station,” says Ryan.
meetings, no one listened to the
broadcast shows, and no one cared.” is the ultimate irony. “I used to tune into “My gut instinct is that it’s absolutely
According to Tavares, the Top 40 format WDOM at different times in the day to not. WDOM has always been a voice for
is part of an attempt to combat the listen to random music—cool stuff you people at this school who weren’t the
student
population’s
general don’t hear anywhere else,” says one typical PC students, and it’s how I got
ambivalence toward the station. “We’re senior DJ. “It doesn’t make sense for a involved in a lot of the music I listen to
trying to make it more accessible, more college radio station to play Top 40 now.”
The rock department at WDOM is
listener-friendly, and more involved with because there are tons of other stations
still
allotted the most time slots in the
that
already
do.
If
students
want
to
listen
other parts of campus life.”
Take mealtime, for instance. Starting to that stuff, they’ll put on those schedule, but Ryan says that the
afternoon Top 40 blocks bumped urban
next week, students eating dinner at stations.”
As for attracting more student interest beats out of its standard slot, and that
Raymond Cafeteria will get to listen as
their classmates relate the latest campus in the station, she is skeptical. “We’re the play schedule had to be revised
news from 4:30-5:30, followed by a two not commercial radio, so I guess I’m not because of it. As the schedule stands (see
hour Top 40 block Monday through getting why we care whether or not the p 14), rock has blocks most weekday
mornings, but is sporadically represented
Thursday. Says Tavares, “If students are whole school listens to us.”
in the evening and night slots—slots in
Another
senior
rock
DJ
expresses
being force fed the station in the cafeteria,
What’s the frequency?, page 14
similar sentiments, saying she’s
at least they’ll be listening to it.”

The Cowl 12

Arts & Entertainment

September 28, 2000

Back Catalogue: “ Without Limits”
by

Mark Balas ’03

A&E Staff

What a strange creature the summer
Olympics are—Americans make instant
heroes of their champions in sports
ignored in non-Olympic years, and tend
to forget most of them either until they
compete in the games again, or until the
“what are they doing now” portions of
the Olympics are broadcast four years
after their Olympic competitions. The
intense patriotism and passion focused
on the athletes every four years could
only be endured by each nation’s
greatest, who put more pressure on
themselves than any country’s citizens
could ever put on them.

Without Limits
Directed by Robert Towne
1998______________________________________

Not many films have been made
about the Olympic games or their
athletes,
because
Americans’
concentrated two week fervor—
followed by their 206 weeks of
disinterest until the next games—is a
very hard phenomenon to put your finger
on as a filmmaker. What makes me, the
average Joe, willing to stay up until the
early hours of the morning on a 15-hour
tape delay to watch badminton, nervous
and screaming at the television during
the games, but then next July forego a
match against my crazy uncle Louie in
favor of another hot dog and some salt
potatoes?
Another problem with making a film
about the Olympics and their athletes is
dodging these bullets:
1. Biopics usually play like really bad
TV movies
2. Sports movies are more cliche than
Mel Gibson’s The Patriot (well,

maybe not... but sports films
perfected film cliche for Mel
to borrow from)
3. Olympic films do not do well
at the box office—especially
in non-Olympic years.
Still, filmmakers who have
approached the Olympics have
had some degree of artistic
success, and have managed to
sidestep the problems of making
an average sports film. Chariots
of Fire is probably the finest
example of a film that has had
box office, critical, and artistic
success as an Olympic film, but
my crusade this week is to
promote a film released after the
1998 Winter Olympics, the
second, and superior biopic of
Steve Prefontaine released that
year, Without Limits. This little
seen, little known film had the
pedigree of a box-office winner. On your marks in the land down under?: Steve Prefontaine (Billy Crudup) wonders
Produced by Tom Cruise,
if the runners race backwards down under.
distributed by Warner Bros.,
starring The Next Tom Cruise (of the 1976 Montreal games. The story seems Prefontaine. In the film, Steve’s gift of
moment), Billy Crudup (now appearing overwhelmingly familiar for a sports Adidas to every girl he meets, his
in Almost Famous), and co-starring film, but the devil, they say, is in the arguments with Bill Bowerman about
Donald Sutherland, Without Limits details.
racing philosophy (every race as “a work
should have reeled in the receipts and
Pre was a rock star. He was more of art”), and his false modesty give a bit
critical success. Somehow, however, this charming, more driven, more blunt, more of insight into the complex mind of a
great film managed to do very little crowd-pleasing, more arrogant, more great runner—maybe into the mind of
business and cause little (if any) fanfare. passionate, more stubborn, more every great runner.
The story of Steve Prefontaine (Billy everything than his competitors and
The imagery employed by Towne—
Crudup) is quite an interesting one. Pre, friends. His story is a complex one that ticking clocks, Pre’s opponents’
as he was fondly known, was probably is told in Without Limits by a very apt rhythmic breathing, and the din of
America’s finest all-around distance filmmaker (Robert Towne—writer of camera shutters organizing into the
runner ever. He was the national high Chinatown) who aims to get to the heart rhythm of running strides show both
school champion in the two-mile, of just why Pre should be remembered Towne’s knowledge of track and of
attended the University of Oregon under over all others (including those who beat Prefontaine’s life mindset—a mindset
Nike founder and then track coach, Bill him in 1972), and why he is an idol to that a supernatural, constant
Bowerman (Donald Sutherland), went runners today. Towne is successful concentration, not on a goal but on the
on to run in the 1972 Munich Olympics, because he never answers these now, is necessary to be an effective
fell in love, and died a tragic, poetic questions. Instead, he gives examples of competitor. Early Christ imagery in the
death at age 24—one year before the the phenomenon that was (and is) Steve
Without Limits, page 15

Taste of the Town
by Sarah

Wade ’01

A&E Staff

Sit Down:
Silver Top Diner
13 Harris Ave.
272-2890

In Providence, the city that is called
to bed soon after the stroke of midnight,
a sparse sprinkling of establishments
open in the wee hours that gather the
hard-of-sleeping and nocturnal nomads
in search of a late night haven a place
to eat. The Sil ver Top Diner illuminates
its interior for these quiet hours only,
providing a nook of warmth with its
ruffled curtains, bottomless coffee
mugs and juke box melodies.
The 62-year-old Silver Top is
flanked on one side by abandoned
warehouse buildings and stands in the
immense shadow of the newly erected
shopping mall on the other.
Admittedly, the diner is not in the
choicest of locations. Point your auto
down the one way street feeding
directly into the maze of the mall’s
parking garages, glance back just
before you’re engulfed in commercial
lighting and you’ll find you’ve
unknowingly passed the familiar sight
of a shimmering dining car.
This long-standing fixture has a
sparse decor (save the exterior whistles
and bells to attract attention), reflecting
simplicity and quality of a wartime era
that preceded the tacky glitz of the
fifties. Warm incandescent lighting and
oversized blue vinyl booths invite you
to settle in for a hearty and gloriously
unhealthy meal.
The characterizing feature of diners
across the U.S. is unquestionably the
“just-like-home-cooking”
food
provided efficiently and attentively. At
Silver Top, a short-order cook stands

guard waiting to fill your plate with a
loaded burger or eggs, toast and truly
home-fries, while the server keeps your
cup brimming with a hot beverage
(“More coffee? ...More coffee?”).
Leaving with a full stomach and a
wallet only slightly less full than when
you came, you’ll have discovered that
good things really do come in small
packages.
Ratings: Atmosphere: ***
Food: ***
Price Range: under $10

Take Out:
East Side Pocket
278 Thayer St.
453-1100
Go directly to East Side Pocket on
Thayer Street—smell no flowers, do
not pass go, save sauntering through the
park for another day. Purchase your
bundle of yum (falafel is their forte) and
dart to the nearest table, curb, car hood,
stranger’s lap....surroundings are
entirely inconsequential. You will find
yourself
entranced
by
the
transfiguration of seemingly mundane
elements—fried chickpea nuggets,
vegetables, and sauces (hot, cucumber
dill, or lemon sesame)-into a balanced
composition of nutty and tangy, crisp
and creamy. Consumption of any of
their Mediterranean selections, be it
grape leaves, gyros, kabobs or
vegetable pockets, may yield joyful
exclamations; you might want to keep
songs of praise within the restaurant
walls or those of your own home,
though—only the East Side Pocket
patrons are likely to understand your
behavior.
Ratings: Atmosphere: **
Food: ***1/2
Price range: under $10

Are you an Environmental Studies
Major/ Minor? Interested in working
on recycling and environmental
sustainability at PC?
Become a Recycling Volunteer!
The Recycling Program at Providence
College is looking for students who are
interested in volunteering with the
program. We are looking for students
from all majors and backgrounds.
We would like to have 1-2 student
volunteers in each dorm and
apartment building to monitor the
recycling and to spot any problems
that may occur.

We are interested in new ideas and
programs and are very eager for
student input. If you are interested
or would like to help out in any way
please call the RECYCLING HOTLINE at
ext. 1881.
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short Way off the mark
Takes
by

Matt Duchnowski ’01

A&E Staff

The Watcher
by

Kevin McPhee ’01

A&E Staff
Well, just another disturbing day
at the movies. The Watcher features
Keanu Reeves as a serial killer who
desperately tries to be like Anthony
Hopkins in Silence of the Lambs and
Kevin Spacey in Seven, but there were

Directed by Joe Charbanic
96 minutes
currently playing at Showcase Cinemas______

a few obstacles Keanu could not
quite overcome in his quest to
emulate these guys. First, Keanu
cannot convince me that he’s smart
enough to lick stamps, never mind
plot serial killings. Secondly, he
cannot be scary. Thirdly, he cannot
act (case in point—Bill and Ted’s
Excellent Adventure). James Spader
and Marisa Tomei also star in this
failed psycho thriller. The producers
of this movie seem to have decided
to take three actors whose careers
faded out around 1991 and put them
in a serial killer movie, figuring they
would roll the dice and see what
happened. They crapped out.
We are brought into the story
quite abruptly with a strange, surreal
vision of James Spader’s cop
character, who is undergoing a
therapy session with his young,
attractive psychiatrist (Marisa
Tomei). From here, we are thrust
into this cliched script quickly, as the
stereotypical killer stalks Spaderand
haunts him with memories of past
and present victims. The plot isn’t
any better than what you would find
in a good episode of NYPD Blue or
the other zillion cop shows on
television.
Basically, The Watcher is nothing
special, and not really worth
spending the time or the money to
go see. Try to forget it ever came out.

_____Bait_____
by Adrienne Larsen-Silva

’02

A&E Staff_______________ _

This improbable tale stars Jamie
Foxx as Alvin Sanders, a petty thief
who finds himself sharing a prison cell
with a dying man who has pulled off
one of the biggest heists ever—lifting
$42 million from the Federal Reserve.
Unfortunately, this guy also cheated

Directed by Antoine Fuqua
119 minutes
currently playing at Providence Place

his psychotic, computer-genius
partner, Edgar (David Morse), out of
his share. So when the FBI believes
Alvin has been told where the gold
is, it has a tracer implanted in his jaw
and allows him to walk, hoping that
Edgar will show himself in an attempt
to get the information. The only
problem with this is that Alvin has
no idea about the tracer, the gold, or
the psycho who’s after him. Hooray
for the corrupt U.S. government...
This movie tries too hard to be a
thriller, a comedy, and an action flick
all at once. From the previews, I had
expected more of a comedy, but the
little humor that was in it was either
pretty dark or just awkwardly placed
in a tense scene. Much of the film
was pretty disturbing, which I guess
is a good thing for Morse, since he
played a psychopath so convincingly.
Overall, Bait was not an
exceptionally fun time. Skip it.

Somebody’s been watching
too many old police dramas, and
his name is Christopher
McQuarrie, the writer/director of
the gory and disturbing opus The
Way of the Gun. The
melodramatic dialogue and
swelling musical interludes are
enough to set cinematic evolution
back a few eras. The graphic
violence, on the other hand, is
enough to make any viewer long
for the days when story tellers
would simply leave certain things
to the imagination. Somewhere in
the middle, The Way of the Gun
has this critic tom between the
adjectives “awful” and “terrible.”
But let’s give the man a little
credit, shall we? After all, this is
the same lad from Central Jersey
who brought us 1995’s The Usual
Suspects. This being his first
project working without Suspects
director Bryan Singer, the film already
has a handicap to overcome. McQuarrie
takes this opportunity to jump behind the
camera himself and does a decent job of

The Way of the Gun
Directed by Christopher McQuarrie
118 minutes, currently playing at Showcase

staying afloat. I would assume that
filming intricate gunfights are a difficult
task from a directorial standpoint—and
this flick has enough of them to spare.
The plot, on the other hand, is wanting.
I expect more from the screenwriter who
conceptualized the character of Keyser
Soze (from Suspects'). Instead, what we
get are Parker (Ryan Phillippe) and
Longbaugh (Benicio Del Toro), two
professional criminals without a past and,

“My kingdom for a razor”: Ryan Phillipe (Parker) longs to
escape The Way of the Gun.
conveniently, with no particular motives.
The story drops us in the middle of their
disheveled lives, challenging us to pick
up the pieces and begging us to fill in the
gaping holes.
Our two simpathetic bad-asses begin
their journey with a kidnapping. The
victim is Robin (Juliette Lewis), a young
pregnant woman who has been hired to
carry the child of oil tycoons Hale and
Francesca Chidduck (Scott Wilson and
Kristin Lehman). Complications arise
when Robin experiences difficulties
related to her pregnancy and Dr. Allen
Painter (Dylan Kussman) is called in to
alleviate the situation. As the plot
unfolds, it becomes clear what each
character has invested in the others,
resulting in a simple web of allies,
enemies, motives and twisted
relationships.

Collectively, the performances can
only be described as adequate. Ryan
Phillipe sits at the top of the thumbsdown list with his perpetual stone-faced
sneer and thick God-knows-where
accent. Old-timer James Caan provides
cast redemption with his rugged
portrayal of veteran “bag man” Joe Samo
as does Taye Diggs with his strongarmed character, Jeffers.
But as a whole, my problems aren’t
with the acting; they’re with the story.
This film has colorful characters aplenty, but to little credit of the plot. Most
of the gun-slinging, child-rearing, glass
stompin’ gore serves little purpose other
than to turn the audience’s stomach and
relay an obvious message: As long as we
live by the way of the gun, human life
will struggle to gain proper respect.
Well, duh.

Movie Listings...starting 9/28
Showcase North Attleboro
640 S. Washington St. (Route 1),
North Attleboro, Mass. (508) 6433900
Almost Famous: 12:50, 1:40, 4:05,
4:30, 7:10, 7:40, 9:40, 10:10, 12:05;
Sun-Thurs: no 12:10 show
What Lies Beneath: 1:00,3:50,6:50,
9:40, 12:15; Sun- Thurs: no 12:15
show
Remember the Titans: 12:40, 1:10,
3:25, 4:00, 6:45, 7:15, 9:30, 10:00,
12:00,12:25; Sun-Thurs: no 12:00 or
12:25 show
Bring It On: 12:45; 2:55,5:10,7:30,
9:55, 12:10; Sun- Thurs: no 12:10
show
The Watcher: 12:40,2:55,5:05,7:25,
9:50, 12:00; Sun- Thurs: no 12:00
The Exorcist: 1:00, 1:30,4:00,4:25,
7:00, 7:25, 9:55, 10:30, 12:30; SunThurs: no 10:30 or 12:30 show
Duets: 4:40,7:30; Sat- Sun: 5:10,7:30
Bait: 1:30,10:00,12:20; Sat- Sun: no
1:30 show; Mon- Thurs: no 12:20
show
Nurse Betty: 1:20, 4:00, 7:05, 9:35,
11:55; Sun- Thurs: no 11:55 show
Thomas and the Magic Railroad:
1:15,3:25
Urban Legends: 12:40, 3:00, 5:10,
7:45, 10:05, 12:20; Sun- Thurs: no
12:20 show
Showcase Seekonk, Route 6
Route 6, Seekonk, Mass., (508) 3366789
The Watcher: 12:40,2:50,5:00,7:25,
9:45, 12:00; Sun- Thurs: no 12:00
show
Remember the Titans: 1:00, 1:30,
3:45, 4:20, 6:45, 7:15, 9:35, 10:10,
12:00,12:25; Sun-Thurs: no 12:00or
12:25 show

Almost Famous: 1:10,1:40,4:00,4:30,

(508) 336-3420

7:00, 7:30, 9:40, 10:05, 12:10; SunThurs: no 12:10 show
Chicken Run: 12:45,2:55, 5:05
The Cell: 7:05,9:35,11:50; Sun-Thurs:
no 11:50 show
Duets: 12:50, 4:10, 7:20, 9:55, 12:20;
Sun- Thurs: no 12:20 show
Nurse Betty: 1:20, 4:15, 7:10, 9:50,
12:15; Sun- Thurs: no 12:15 show
What Lies Beneath: 1:05, 3:50, 6:40,
9:30,12:05; Sun-Thurs: no 12:05 show
Autumn in New York: 1:25,4:05,6:50,
9:20, 11:45; Sun- Thurs: no 11:45 show
The Way of the Gun: 9:20,11:45; SunThurs: no 11:45 show

Nutty Professor II: The Klumps:

Showcase Seekonk 1-10
800 Fall River Ave, Seekonk, Mass.,
(508) 336-6020
The Perfect Storm: 1:00, 4:00, 6:50,
9:35,12:10; Sun-Thurs; no 12:10show
The Exorcist: 1:15, 1:45, 4:15, 4:45,
7:15, 7:45, 10:05, 10:45, 12:40; SunThurs: no 10:45 or 12:40 show
Space Cowboys: 12:50, 3:30, 6:40,
9:30,12:00; Sun- Thurs: no 12:00 show
Urban Legends: Final Cut: 12:40,
1:10, 2:50, 3:20, 5:00, 5:30,7:20, 7:50,
9:40, 10:10, 11:50, 12:20; Sun- Thurs:
no 11:50 or 12:20 show
Bring It On: 12:45, 3:00, 5:10, 7:30,
9:55,12:05; Sun-Thurs: no 12:05 show
The Original Kings of Comedy: 1:25,
4:05, 7:10, 9:50, 12:20; Sun- Thurs: no
12:20 show
Bait: 12:50, 3:50, 7:05, 9:45, 12:15;
Sun- Thurs; no 12:15 show
Godzilla 2000: 12:45, 3:00,5:10
Scary Movie: 7:35, 10:00, 11:55; SunThurs: no 11:55 show
Showcase Seekonk 11-12
775 Fall River Ave, Seekonk, Mass.,

1:15, 4:00, 7:00; Tues: no 1:15 show
The Replacements: 9:20
Thomas and the Magic Railroad:
1:00, 3:00, 5:00
The Art of War: 6:50, 9:30; TuesWeds: no 6:50 show
The Adventures of Rocky and
Bullwinkle: Tues: 3:30, 7:00; Weds:
1:00, 7:00

Providence Place
Francis Street, Providence, 270-4646
Remember the Titans: 12:05, 12:40,
3:00, 4:05, 6:50, 7:25, 9:30, 10:00,
11:55; Sun-Thurs: no 11:55 show
The Exorcist: 12:25,1:15,3:10,4:00,
6:30, 7:00, 9:15, 10:05, 11:50; SunThurs: no 11:50 show
Almost Famous: 12:00, 12:30, 1:00,
2:40,3:15,4:00,6:35,6:55,7:20,9:15,
9:40; 10:00, 11:45; Sun- Thurs: no
11:45 show
Woman On Top: 12:15, 3:55, 7:15,
9:30,11:40; Sun- Thurs: no 11:40 show
Urban Legends: Final Cut: 12:10,
3:40,7:10,9:45,11:50; Sun-Thurs: no
11:50 show
Bait: 12:35, 3:20, 6:40, 9:20
Duets: 9:35, 11:55; Sun- Thurs: no
11:55 show
The Watcher: 1:10,4:20,7:40, 10:05
Nurse Betty: 12:55, 3:45, 6:45, 9:50
Bring It On: 1:05, 3:50, 7:30, 9:55
The Cell: 12:50, 3:35,7:05; Sat- Sun:
7:05 show only
The Original Kings of Comedy:
12:45, 3:30,7:35, 10:10
What Lies Beneath: 12:20,3:05,6:30,
9:25
Chicken Run: Sat- Sun only: 12:50,
3:35
—by Laura Bergemann '02
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Urban
"Back to
Elementz Nature ”

Pete Squire ’01

A&E Staff
Not many people can say that they
were on the bottom rung of a busted hip
hop project—and in 97’s The Firm under
Foxy Brown nonetheless—and managed
to come back strong with their own
debut. However, that is where this

Nature
For All Seasons
Sony/Columbia

week’s “Hey look at me!” review takes
us as Nature attempts to resurrect himself
after the “the Firm flop,” a feat that
sounds as impossible as N’SYNC
harmonizing without the aid of good of
vocal doctoring. Off the beaten hip-hop
path for three years, Nature hopes that
his debut LP For All Seasons will fulfill
any opportunities he lost when The Firm
got sucked down the toilet.
Who knew what Nature had to offer?
After all, he really had no chance to shine
in his co-starring role with three already
quite notable hip-hop personalities in the
Firm family. Nas had the deified lllmatic
LP under his belt, AZ, had Doe or Die
(along with cameos on lllmatic) and
Foxy Brown...well Foxy had Jay-Z
“playing in her p------ hairs” on his LP,
Reasonable Doubt. So, now Nature
wants to show all what he did during his
summer vacation with For All Seasons,
a surprisingly nice indication of what he
is capable of doing when given a pad,
pen, and the mic.
Nature starts his solo stunt with
“Man’s World”, an introductory
composition where he talks about his life
and growing up Queensbridge, a fertile
ground for hip-hop talent. It’s a fitting
opening and a fine example of Nature’s
sincere and active demeanor, “...love my
Timberlands, cinnamon suede/bottles
mo’ proof/for all the problems that a n—
— go through/it’s forever real ‘cause
some scars can never heal/I’d rather
throw the cards in and pray I get a better
deal.” In addition to the ever present
“I'm-a-thug” attitude of many hip-hop
figures, Nature shows that he has a tad
more depth. I like that. Oh yeah, the
James Brown sample doesn’t hurt either.
The next notable track on the album is
“We Ain’t Friends.” In it, he declares,
“Yo I use to have love for ya but now I

refuse.” Now, we can all rub our chins
and speculate on who he is talking to but
while we do, be sure not to miss how
Nature delivers his rhymes both on this
track and throughout the album. He
speaks very casually—a welcome
alternative to the screaming, jumbled, or
southern styles of dellivery out now.
For All Seasons also has one thing I
personally find attractive, a low number
of cameos. The only one is from Nas in
“The Ultimate High,” an upbeat homage
to the fast life. The beat backing this track
reminds me of some 80’s drama theme
music during the part of the show when
the good guys are surrounding the bad
guys in their suburban headquarters.
Nice. “Young Love,” an interesting
song on the downside to cheating on
your girl that sounds like the ghetto
Amy Fisher story, “Smoke,” and
“Remember” fill out the rest of the
album nicely. Nature shows a modest
tone in “Remember” that is surprising
as hell coming from a “thug” rapper.
In it he says, “savin’ my loot to buy a
firearm/broken safety, borough hall
and Jay street/hopped the train not
knowin’ that a fall awaits.” I don’t
know if he was being nostalgic or
symbolic of some hidden significance
but he does a good job of doing both.
However, what would be a debut
album without freshman mistakes? Like
many of the “thug rapper era” have done
before him, Nature does get caught up
in some circular rhymes. Although he
does speak from a unique perspective,
there isn’t much room for innovation
with subject matter that consists of sex,
drugs, and guns. “Poppin gats” and “f-—
------ h—” doesn’t sound as interesting
the 1000lh time it’s heard. Also lurking
in For All Seasons is the unnecessarybut-always-present phone call interlude.
Recording your girlfriend complaining
on your answering machine and
throwing it on an album is not really that
attractive but it seems like every “thug”
wants to be doing it. If anything, I
suppose it illustrates how a “playa” rolls
but...I’m still left blinking like a
confused Homer Simpson. Furthermore,
some of the production is a little weak,
and in some cases, like “Go Ahead,” it
is downright annoying. “Don’t Stop”
also exhibits production that sounds too
much like everything else on the radio
to add to the album in any positive

You think you’re a quick thinker?
Prove it, baby.
Come to Catherine of Siena 212 on
Wednesday, October 4 for the first
meeting of this year’s
Comedy Improv group

A natural progression: On Nature’s new album For All Seasons,
Nature comes into his own.
manner. As a whole, however, the album
is a nice debut. Nature’s long absence
comes to an end with an overall pleasing
album in For All Seasons. He certainly

What’s the frequency?
-Continued from page 11which rock shows have traditionally
thrived. “There are people I felt should
have gotten night shows, but I couldn’t
give them to them because of the
schedule. I got a lot of flack for that,
and I had to explain that it wasn’t my
fault.”
Former WDOM program director
Meghan T. Kelly ’01 agrees. She
argues “[WDOM] wants more people
to listen, but is forgetting that it reports
to the College Music Journal.” College
Music Journal (or CMJ) is a
publication that prints what college
radio stations are playing. Every week,
college radio stations must tell CMJ
what their most frequently played CDs
are. CMJ then publishes these
statistics, along with the station’s
contact
information.
Record
companies then read CMJ and send
complimentary CDs to radio stations
that report in the journal, in hopes that

Sun.

Mon.

it will mean free press for their artists.
If a radio station does not report to
CMJ, they will no longer receive free
CDs from record companies-—CDs
that, Kelly says, “keep WDOM
running as a college radio station.”
Kelly says she resigned from her
position, which requires one to
organize the station’s format and
scheduling, after the Top 40 format
was implemented without her
knowledge and against her will.
Whether or not this new adventure
in hi-fi will render the results that some
hope it will remains to be seen. In the
meantime, Tavares for one is content
to feel it out. “If it doesn’t work, I can
accept that, and it will be an issue for
the next general manager to deal with
when they’re appointed,” says Tavares,
“but right now this is what I felt would
be the most beneficial decision for the
station.”

Tues.

Wed.
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Urban Beats Urban Beats Urban Beats

No experience necessary.
Void where prohibited by law.

is no super-emcee, but he represents QB
to the fullest, and hopefully he’ll call
Foxy up on the phone* and simply saw
“What!”

Sports
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Rock
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Music
Notes
Various Artists
\Motown: The Classic Years
Motown/UTV/Uni versal

Kind of a Now That’s What I Call
Music compilation for 1960-1972, the
just released Motown: The Classic
Years (2 CD) set is a perfect choice fori
those woefully uninitiated in the classic
Motown sound.
The chosen songs, while seemingly
obvious choices, masterfully show the
evolution of this highly influential label
from a radio-friendly party music label
to a radio-friendly label of artists with
a message. The standout tracks on the
record, “Do You Love Me,” (The
Contours) “The Tracks of My Tears,”
(The Miracles) “I Want You Back,”
(The Jackson 5) “War,” (Edwin Starr)
and “What’s Going On,” (Marvin
Gaye) remind the listener of just howl
much influence the Motown sound had
on the subsequent rock bands and
singers trying to imitate the passion and
energy put into the recording of these
songs.
And the liner notes are a wealth of
information for those (like myself) who
are unfamiliar with the stories behind
the songs. The booklet treats each song
like an episode in the Motown story,
and emphasizes the small decisions and
luck that helped to shape modern
music.
This compilation is full of some of
the greatest songs ever recorded, and
at an affordable price, is a must buy
for those who are unfamiliar with the
justly celebrated Motown songs and]
artists.
•—Mark Balas ’03

a
by Julia
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Pearly Gem

Kenny ’01

Asst. A&E Editor

Wyclef Jean was recently quoted as
putting the odds of a Fugees reunion at
50/50. If they never work together again,
enjoy them solo, and in the meantime,
try a group that’s pulled a Reverse
Fugees. No, that’s not some fancy figure
skating or platform diving maneuver (a
timely Olympics reference). The Fugees
started together as nobodies and then
went their own ways after they became
well-known. What happens when three
established artists, one woman and two
men, each from separate groups with
proven reputations, get together to record
an album? The Fugees Formula gets

Lucy Pearl
Pookie Records

slightly rewritten and still works well.
The three members of Lucy Pearl had
early ’90s success with other groups but,
for various reasons, did not remain with
them. Dawn Robinson, the lead singer
of En Vogue, joined Raphael Saadiq of
Tony Tone Toni (Lucy Pearl’s founding
member) and A Tribe Called Quest’s Ali
Shaheed Muhammad. The name “Lucy
Pearl,” according to the group’s
website,”is more than just the cool
moniker that embodies the music; Lucy
Pearl is the melodic fourth entity
morphed from the dynamic ambition of
three multitalented singers-, songwriters,
and musicians, all of whom bring their
own brown bags to the musical party.”
Upon first reading this, I thought that that
was a pretty cocky (not to mention
peculiar) way of describing oneself. But
further contemplation proves otherwise.
The music that Robinson, Saadiq, and
Muhammad make is so original and
blends so many different styles that it
does deserve its own category if for no
other reason than that it’s refreshingly
different.
This album seems to have been a
labor of love for Saadiq. He holds
writing and producing credits on every
Fastball
song, along with providing the guitars
The Harsh Light of Day
and bass on many. Because of this, the
Hollywood Records
songs all have a similar feel and sound.
Notice that I didn’t say that “all the songs
Upon hearing the radio version of sound the same.” Small variation in the
“You’re an Ocean” two weeks prior to
words I’m using, but a world of
this album’s release, I was eagerly
difference in what they mean. Each song
waiting for Fastball’s latest efforts to
seems a natural progression from the last,
pack some heat. Instead, what I got was
and the flow has almost imperceptible
a change-up. Ball four. Take your base.
changes so that you almost don’t know
The big reason: The jazzy piano,
where one song ends and another begins.
arranged so beautifully in the
You feel like you’re sitting in on an
aforementioned single, is completely
impromptu jam session that’s totally
absent from the rest of the album’s
spontaneous but expertly crafted.
guitar dominated tracks.
The simplicity of using the same three
Guitars are all good and well, but
voices for every chorus, verse, and
let’s break some new ground here,
background vocals allows you to move
people. Rock is dying slowly, and
your focus from one element of the
bands like Fastball are die culprit. Let’s
music to another with ease. There’s
hear more “You’re an Ocean” and less
Robinson’s diva-ish, I-don’t-take-nomono-rock.
crap leads that blend into her self
—Matt Duchnowski ’01
harmonizing tracks laid over everything.
Saadiq’s sharp vocals contrast well with
Robinson, and Muhammad’s husky,
Madonna
slightly deeper voice keeps the songs
Music
grounded. You hear this on “Dance
Maverick/Wamer Bros.
Tonight,” when each singer devolves
into their own individual song at the end,
Madonna is not an artist. She’s a
but the three parts come together to
capitalist in every sense of the word— create something that seems totally
and this latest album is proof. Since the
unplanned and unrehearsed but still
80’s she has had the ability to stay one
perfectly polished.
short step behind modem pop culture.
The lyrics are on the simple side, but
This time around, her perpetual
that just adds to the sense that you’re
I metamorphosis has landed her smack
getting a glimpse at something that’s
in the middle of the new millenium
intended to be a “prototype” of a song
techno genre. Her key move was
that’s actually fine the way it is. There’s
teaming up with Mirwais, a Frenchman
almost an experimental feeling, as if the
who posseses the ability to spin
words are the least important part to
electronically canned noise. Somehow,
worry about right now. With Saadiq and
when Moby and Fat Boy Slim do it, it
Robinson often trading verses with each
seems to come from the soul, but when
other, some songs seem like free-flowing
Madonna does it, it’s another stab at
conversation. “Can’t Stand Your
stardom. The result: Music, not art.
Mother” has them exchanging gripes
—Matt Duchnowski '01
about the other’s parent. She: “Always

Muhammad (A Tribe Called Quest), Dawn Robinson (En Vogue), and
Raphael Saadiq (Tony Tone Toni) as Lucy Pearl.
wanna borrow money/Got the nerve to
act all funny/You better deal with her/
Or you’ll be living with her.” He: “Girl
your mama’s wrong/Living with her
daughter when her ass is grown/Thought
we were supposed to be alone.” Makes
you wonder if either of them is
married...the holidays with the in-laws
should be fun now.
Though each song has an under
current of electricity, there are varying
degrees of energy. One of the singles
already released off the album, “Don’t
Mess With My Man,” makes you want
to give three snaps in a circle and an
attitude-laced “ummhmm!” to the next
person you see. It’s an anthem to “keep
your hands off my man” that is far
superior to last year’s mediocre “Where
My Girls At.” Robinson tells the ex that
“You bitched at him all night and day/
...Till you drove the man away/...Said he
wasn’t good for nothing/So tell me why
the hell you stalking/You’re dismissed,
now get to walking.” The disco
sounding beat is tweaked with a modem
groove, and you put one hand on your
hip and strut around giving everyone the
evil eye as Robinson warns her rival to
“keep that ass off my block/Next time
you see me/I won’t be a lady.”
“They Can’t” could be celebrating
any sort of newfound freedom, but given
the backgrounds of the members of Lucy
Pearl, it sounds suspiciously aimed at
formergroupmates. “You can’t stand the
fact that we’re so smart/We got the hell
off the train before it ran off the track/
Got up on the Lucy thing and we never
looked back.” But sweet revenge is
tempered in other songs, as in the
reflective “Good Love,” which imagines
how true love should feel. The songs
cover all sorts of amour, from betweenthe-sheets lovin’ (“Lucy Pearl’s Way”)
to the devastation of a love that shouldn’t
have been lost (“Without You”).
A surprise is “You,” which features
Muhammad’s former partner Q-Tip and

a hazy Snoop Dogg sounding as
marijuana-smooth as ever. This is the
only place you’re going to find major
slang on the album, with references to
keeping it “gangsta for all my young
g’s” and holding it down for the big
city. But the slang is secondary to the
lyrics telling the story of love caught
off-guard, as Saadiq sings of how his
love’s surprise visit made him so
flustered that he couldn’t finish his
breakfast and the realization that “I
can’t fake it no more/I can’t take it no
more” because “this one is special.”
By the end, he’s decided to ask her to
marry him. Showing that Lucy Pearl
also has a sense of humor (besides, I
guess, their inclusion of Snoop “Bake
Me Some Brownies” Dogg), the last
track features a remix of “Dance
Tonight” performed by the Alabama
A&M Marching Band.
The only real problem with the album
is that Robinson isn’t given free reign to
go all out with her voice. Sometimes,
as on “La La,” she stifles it into a highpitched, rather weak warbling. Maybe
this is to ensure that the two guys singing
in lower ranges are heard, but she
shouldn’t have to sacrifice power to still
sound like the accomplished singer she
is. Her voice will stand on its own
against anyone else, but she isn’t always
given the opportunity to prove this.
Regardless, this album is really good.
It has a unique quality of sounding like
the three members weren’t striving for a
hit song or even to make a record. The
music just happened on its own. With a
variety of subjects sung about, three very
different voices to do the singing, and
excellent production, Lucy Pearl is what
the movie industry would call “ a sleeper
hit”—effortless music with commercial
appeal that maintained some dignity.
Lucy Pearl knows what good music is
and didn’t compromise their vision to
make it something that should appeal to
their prospective audience.

“Without Limits”
-Continued from page 12-

film (i.e., son of a poor carpenter,
Pre’s running as a gift, not a talent) Is
misdirected until the final few scenes,
when Pre must accept his humanity
to come to terms with himself, his
successes, and his failures.
Because of the break-neck pace of

his life, which Towne parallels to his
front-running racing style, Prefontaine
was never desti ned to bum out or fade
away. Instead, he was to be
remembered in the poetic eulogy of
director Robert Towne’s Without
Limits.
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What Is the best perk of your on-campus job?

“Freepostage courtesy ofPhil.”
Mailroom Yahoos

“We get paidfor watching T. V. ”
Ladies of the Listening Center

“WorkingforJane and making prank calls.”
Slavin Informers

“A bi-weekly paycheck is
good enough for me.”
Upstairs Library Guy

“The fashionable vests.”
The Security Studs

“I get to keep anything Ifind. ”
Sanitation Engineer

Itchy and Scratchy
We get to print lewd comments and
our editor takes the heat for it.
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Missing in
Action

Walking

by Anna

Luciano ’02

Features Staff

As she walked, she couldn’t help but
ask, “Why me? Why do these things
always happen to me?” Her car sat, with
the hood up, on the side of the dirt road.
“Only I would break down on this God
forsaken road. Of course I have to drive
a piece of junk. Naturally no one else is
around- I’m in the middle of a com field!
And it’s just my luck that it’s almost dark
out. It is probably miles and miles until
the next town...”
Her thoughts trailed off as she began
to concentrate on putting one foot in
front of the other. Lately, life had not
seemed worth living. She felt lost, like
she was a spectator in her own life. Even
in the midst of a friendly crowd she felt
alone. It was getting easier and easier
for her to believe that she had the worst
lot in life. She knew, objectively, that
there were worse things in life. Murder,
rape, violence, starvation, poverty,
abuse- none were issues she had ever had
to deal with. But even when reminding
herself of these facts, she could not erase
the utter sense of confusion, and the fear
that came with it. Fear of what, exactly,
she did not know- maybe the confusion
itself.
She came out of her negative
thoughts. “Thinking that way is not go
ing to help right now. At least I’m out
of the corn,” she thought. Negativity set
in again, “Now I’m just in the middle of
nowhere. And now that night has fallen,
it’s pretty dark. Stop whining! It could
be worse. At least there are tons of stars

out- it’s plenty bright enough to see.”
Pessimism and optimism were at war
within her, and eventually she got tired
of thinking about it.
Right foot. Left foot. She began to
sing to herself, “Left... left... left, right,
left.” As she began to tire, and wonder
how long she had been walking, she or
dered herself to keep going. “Just re
member,” she thought, “this too shall
pass. You always want what you can’t
have. The grass is always greener on
the other side.” Numerous other plati
tudes ran through her head- most did not
apply to her situation, and she eventu
ally began to be amused by them.
Her mind began to wander in other
directions. She remembered happy and
sad moments of her life. Her first kiss.
Her first breakup. Her first “A.” Her
first “D.” And eventually, she was not
sure when, she began to sing. Softly at
first, then gradually louder. “Oh yeah,
life goes on... long after the thrill of liv
ing is gone... oh yeah, I said life goes
on...long after the thrill of living is
gone... A little ditty about Jack and
Diane... two American kids doing the
best that they can.”
And she felt better. Sure, she still felt
lost. And, sure, she still felt alone. But
she began to realize that everyone feels
that way sometimes, and that all you
could do was do the best you could to
get by.
In the distance, she saw the twinkling
of lights. And she continued walking
forward.
Who would you like to stranded on a
deserted island with?-. At this moment
in time, I’d like to be stranded on a desert
island with Mark McGrath, from Sugar
Ray.

Never doubt that a small group of
thoughtful, committed citizens can
change the world, indeed, it is the
only thing that ever has.”
-Margaret Mead

by Jessica Albetski

’04

Features Staff

Father’s Name? Father’s Occupa
tion? Father’s Address?”
What am I supposed to write? These
questions are on every one of my college
applications. Maybe I don’t really have
to answer them. I move on to the other
questions and hit another tough one.
“Are your parents divorced, married,
single?” I check divorced.
“What is the date of their divorce?”
I have no idea. “Hey, Mom!” I shout.
“When did you get your divorce?”
November 1982,” she replies after
a pause. One year after I was bom.
Let me show you something,” she
says.
“I don’t wanna see anything,” I shout
back.
“Just come and look at this.”
I walk into her room; the hope chest
is open and I smell mothballs. When it’s
open she’s walking down memory lane.
She thrusts a paper in my face.
“This is what I got in the divorce.”
The hope chest is on the list.
“That’s great. I don’t care!” I say
and walk out.
I don’t care about the stuff, but I do
care that I’ve never met my father. These
college applications must be getting to
me. Most seniors filling them out aren’t
pondering their father’s name and
address. They’re worrying about the
essays while I’m stumped by simple
questions.
I pick up the Profile Application. I
need to apply for financial aid, just like
everyone else, but I need it badly. My
father never paid child support and my
mother has worked hard to support me.
But hard work only goes so far and
definitely doesn’t come to $30,000 a
year.
I’m bitter about that. I should have
money coming to me; it would ease a
lot of worry. But I’d rather be in debt
than take his money. I probably will be
in debt for the rest of my life.
I don’t really want to meet him. Part
of me does, but I could never really love
him the way I love my grandfather, my
father figure. Seeing my father would
just make me remember all the times my
mother has cried. My life has been filled
with talk about him. His supposedly
unmentionable name is mentioned every
day. There is always a comparison

between him and me, especially if I’m
fighting with my mother. “Oh, you are
just like him,” she’ll say. “He did the
same thing.” It’s not like I can help it. I
do have 23 genes from him! Every time
his name is mentioned my grandfather
gets angry and shouts, “I never want to
hear that name in my house.” I don’t
blame him.
My grandfather really loved him. He
took him to baseball games, bought him
presents and treated him like the son he
never had. And my father betrayed him.
Thinking about that I’d like to spit in his
face. I’d love to kick him for all the
nights he has made my mother cry. I’d
love to hurt him because I’ve never had
a father.
He left my mother just after she had
me, at Christmas, and he didn’t care. He
picked up his life and moved,
supposedly. Everything is “supposedly”
because all I have are stories. When we
looked him up on the Internet once, we
found his email and home address, far
from where we live. I’ve never tried to
reach him.
My father’s father died a few years
ago. My name wasn’t listed in the
obituary as one of his 11 grandchildren.
Supposedly, his wife (my other
grandmother) was a beautiful woman, a
really good housekeeper, who brought
up five children. But not well enough,
as far as I’m concerned.
My mother did the best any single
parent could do. I turned out better than
okay for someone without a father. It’s
not really a big deal; I know a lot of
people don’t have fathers. I’m just glad
I had my grandparents, who really love
me. I’ve had everything I ever wanted
and am probably spoiled, though
definitely not a brat. I hear I have my
father’s love for computer games and
music. Apparently he was a good
musician and could play many
instruments and sing. I wish I could have
heard him.
I hate his pictures, though. He
doesn’t look like a kind man. There is
one picture in my house of my parents
together. I wish someone would take it
down. It doesn’t belong here. He
doesn’t deserve to be in my house, or
my life. I’ll take it down one day. But
somewhere deep down I want to meet
him. I wonder if he ever thinks about
me?

Who would you like to be stranded on a
deserted island with?-. My best friend,
Peter, because he is the only person I
would want to be with.

warm welcome and congratulations to the new
A
features staff members as of this issue: Jessica

Albetski, Anna Luciano, Lauren Mueller,

Sara Shepis and Catherine Shagensky. Also,
Photby:TracKendy'02,FeatursEdio

a great big hug of a thank you to the current staff
members, who have worked so hard in the first weeks
of the year: Pat Ferrucci, Megan Greco, Tiffany

Green, Anthony Giattino, Erin Keller,

Neisha McGuchin and Maria Monaco.

Can't get enough of the Features section??? C'mon, you know it's
true... Well, you're in luck... You can now find us on the web:
www.providence.edu/thecowl
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The Gift

Gone, but not
Forgotten
Alas, there are no new episodes for these TV shows. But we’re sure
you can still guess these old gems by their premise. For example: A
United States astronaut stumbles onto a bottle containing a female genie =
I Dream of Jeannie

1) A family invents a robot daughter with a mechanical voice and a
pinafore ensemble.

2) Wealthy widower adopts his former housekeeper’s two boys.
3) A group of boarding school girls live over a shop and learn about life.

4) Two men disguise themselves as women in order to live in an
affordable apartment.

5) Football player takes former teammate's son into his house to live with
him and his wife.

6) Elderly couple deals with the fact that a new revolution is coming and
their daughter is dating a meathead.
7) A poor African American family makes the best of things in the
Chicago housing projects.
8) Family with eight children moves to California, where four of the
daughters must attend an all-boys high school.
9) Focuses on the pleasures and problems of a group of rich children who
go to a ritzy high school.
10) The regulars of a Boston bar share their experiences and lives with
each other while drinking or working at it.

11) Comedy revolving around a Korean army hospital.
12) Recalls growing up during the 60's and the turbulent social times that
make the transition from child to adult unusually interesting.
13) Show about scheming, duplicitous people whom all hate each other,
yet all refuse to leave the complex io which they all live.
14) One woman’s quest for fame much to her bandleader husband's
discouragement.

15) A crew of devoted individuals explores space and defends the United
Federation of Planets.

written by: Erin Keller '02, Features Staff
Who would you want to be stranded on a deserted island with?’. My best
friend because he never bores me.

Taking notes can be fun and exciting with...

Recycled Notebooks!
Yeah!
100% Recycled Paper?
100% Recycled Cereal Boxes!
Choose your favorite cereal!

Have fun and save paper at the same time!

On sale now in the bookstore!

All this for only... $2!
Proudly brought to you by PC’s Environmental
Organization

September 28, 2000

List

by

Tiffany Green ’01

Features Staff

My mom likes P.C. more than I do. I
think that this is partly because I go here,
and she never has attended a class here.
I thought that last year when she came
up for Parents Weekend, and almost
DIED in a car accident, that this incident
would at least turn her off a little bit from
P.C., just by bad memory association. I
don’t know, maybe my mom thinks her
near death experience was fun.
Anytime I try to badmouth P.C. at all;
she immediately defends the school. I
could get robbed at gunpoint at 2:00 in
the afternoon on campus, and my mom
would probably say that it was my fault
for not using the “buddy system.” But
if the same situation happened on
Oakland, she would be there in .05
seconds with a mac-10 ready to pop a
cap in my assailant’s booty.
I think that my mom actually believes
that statistic that nobody has been raped
on campus. Ever. I actually got into an
argument about this with her, because I
think that it is highly unlikely that a girl
has only been taken advantage of off
campus. Like rapists don’t become
rapists until they move off campus. My
mom defended the school by saying that
every school probably does the same
thing. So I guess that makes it right. I
now have to cover myself so this article
will still be printed-1 am just stating my
opinion, and my opinion is not a fact.
You have to decide what the truth is for
yourself. I just think that it is ironic that
P.C.’s motto is VERITAS (a.k.a. truth),
and there seems to be a lot of situations
that just, by their nature, cannot be true.
Whatever. I’m beginning to sound like
Socrates now, so I will stop. But this
really does anger me.
Anyway, on Friday, my mom took me
out to dinner, and gave me my big 21st
birthday present. She doesn’t have a lot
of money, and there was nothing that I
really wanted, so I told her to just take
me out to dinner. But my mom is a very
giving person, so she got me a present
anyway. This made me really excited,
because I wasn’t expecting it. It’s like
when you go out and say you will only
have one drink, and end up needing a
liver transplant because of the ridiculous
amount of alcohol you consumed. Kind
of. No, actually it isn’t like that at all,
but I am too lazy to think of another

analogy so that one will have to do. You
guys know what I mean anyway.
Sooo- I tore open the present with
reckless abandon excited about the
endless possibilities of my present. I
thought maybe that it would be a gold
bracelet, because I had snagged my
mom’s that she received in college, and
pretended that it was mine because I
wanted it to be. Nothing like stealing
from your mom. I am a horrible person.
And I live off campus, so that must
increase my likelihood of badness by
300%. But my mom sort of got me back
for “permanently borrowing” her
bracelet, because the present she got me
is the most heinous gift ever. I feel so
bad for writing this, and I hope she never
finds out, because I know that she put a
lot of thought into my gift. I even had to
do the fake “Thaaank You” and thb’fake
look of admiration when I opened it. It
was a Providence College paperweight
of Harkins Hall, with my name inscribed
on it. Did you even know that P.C.
paperweights existed? My mom said she
had to order it in advance—and this struck
my funnybone. Like monogrammed
paperweights with Harkins Hall are on
backorder. Like the demand for
personalized, monogrammed paper
weights must be right up there with the
Billy Bass singing fish, or the early
eighties Cabbage Patch Kid crisis. I can
see the mothers of America going hog
wild because every kid wants a P.C.
paperweight for their birthday or
Christmas. Screw Pokemon. That was
just a trend.
Monogrammed
paperweights are here to stay. In fact,
there is one on sale for 100 percent off
at the Providence College bookstore. It
seems to be in perfect shape, but it’s on
sale because it’s monogrammed, and.
nobody else wants a paperweight with
someone else’s name on it. Secondhand
monogrammed paperweights are the
worst. But, on the other hand, firsthand
monogrammed paperweights for your
21st birthday are the bomb. But you guys
already know that. That’s obviously why
they’re on backorder. The guy who sold
my mom the paperweight was just
informing her of what every college
student secretly desires. He wasn’t using
a line of crap just to sell something. My
mom is way too smart to fall for
something like that.
Who would you like to be stranded on a
deserted island with?-. Robin Williams
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The Olympic
Spirit Lives On

Long Island
Lamentations
by

Megan Greco ’02

Features Staff

My great aunt turned 90 this past
Saturday. My sister and I sat by ourselves
in the corner of this cheesy, Italian, Long
Island restaurant, watching about one
hundred of our relatives, spanning the
ages of five to ninety-two, dance to
“Who Let the Dogs Out.” Each and every
one of them was wearing a huge straw
hat, cheap plastic sunglasses, and
holding inflatable microphones (all
apparently provided by the DJ that has
been stalking every large gathering I’ve
attended since middle school Bat
Mitzvahs). We swore then and there
we’d never indulge in such activities,
thus securing our position as the snobby,
suburban cousins who only surface in
Christmas card greetings. The funny
thing is, as embarrassing and gaudy as
the whole affair was, I was jealous.
Almost every single person in that room
had grown up, and presently lived, in
Long Island. They had been there for the
birth, anniversary, and wedding of
practically everyone in the room. The
majority of them had something else in
common...they had never met me. From
my position, this could have been
anyone’s family birthday celebration.

People always stress the importance
of family. They talk of cousins their own
age whom they had grown up with. They
talk of visiting relatives all over the
country and family vacations and
reunions and huge numbers at holiday
celebrations. I don’t have any of that. I
mean yeah, we are close to my
grandparents and the one set of aunts and
uncles, but that’s it. I sometimes wonder
what is going to happen when I’m much,
older with kids of my own, and there is
no one around to drag me to some huge,
awkward party. Will I somehow get in
touch with cousins I haven’t seen since
they were five (even though they live in
the town next to mine) and fake a sense
of closeness? Most likely not.
I guess I just feel bad that there is this
entire family community that I’ve never
been a part of, and probably never will.
I don’t know if I could, this far into my
life, develop a New York accent, shrink
three inches, start wearing stretch jeans
and tease my hair...but it’d be nice to
feel included within such a large, tightknit family.
Who would you like to be stranded on a
deserted island with?: I refuse to answer
this question on the grounds that it may
incriminate me...

Answers to Good, but not Forgotten
Small Wonder
Diff ’rent Strokes
The Facts of Life
Bosom Buddies
Webster
Ail in the Family
Good Times
Just the Ten of Us

Beverly Hills, 90210
Cheers
M*A*S*H
The Wonder Years
Melrose Place
I Love Lucy
Star Trek

by

Maria Monaco ’02

Features Staff

As annoying as the Olympics can be,
there’s something about them that
always sucks me in. Don’t get me
wrong, I do hate the fact that the season
premieres of all my favorite TV shows
have been pushed back until October. I
also hate the fact that you have to wait
through an hour of speed bicycling,
synchronized high diving, and mountain
biking ‘til you finally get to something
interesting, like gymnastics or
swimming. And of course, there are the
ten minute commercial breaks, the half
hour spotlights on athletes, and those ohso lovely tidbits about Australian history
(zzzz... what? Oh, I’m awake) that I have
always thought were annoying.
Given all this, what I do find
enjoyable about the Olympics is that you
know who to root for. Even if you have
never seen these people before in your
life, if they are on the U. S. team, you
usually want them to win. Of course, it
sucks when they lose like both our
gymnastics teams did. I really got into,
the gymnastics competition, although I
knew, in the back of my mind, it was a
long shot for us to win anything. I found
myself talking to the TV (No, I’m not
crazy you know you’ve done it too)
saying stuff like, “Don’t fall, don’t fall,”

and “Even I could have done better than
that (in my dreams).”
I think swimming has been the most
fun thing to watch so far, possibly
because we are winning so many gold
medals in it. What I like about it is the
tight competition between the athletes.
The most entertaining tidbit of all was
the little soap opera played out between
Amy van Dyken and Inge de Bruijn for
the 50 meters swimming race. I really
thought a catfight was going to break out
between those two, and seeing the size
of Inge’s nails I was a little frightened
that it might become bloody. Of course,
nothing happened except some words
being exchanged and some spitting that
was pretty nasty, but I was definitely
sucked into wanting to see what happens
next. If you missed it, Inge did end up
winning the race.
The men’s relay race was pretty cool
as well. The U. S. men’s team has won
that race the past seven Olympics. I was
actually kind of glad that Australia won
over the Americans who were a little too
arrogant, a little too sure of the win.
Overall I think I have enjoyed these
Olympics, they have showed me that
competitive spirit lives on, and perhaps
most importantly, they have reminded
me of how lazy and out of shape I have
really become.

Who would like to be stranded on a
deserted island with?: Ed Bums

☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆
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Central Station

Poetry Place
I
by

Catherine Shagensky ’02

by Anthony Giattino

’03

Features Staff

I live on the side of a hill
That lies on the side of a mountain.
And long ago I said, “I will
never descend from that mountain.”
Years later I decided to go view civilization.
To my surprise I saw a new world
before ever leaving the station.

Coffee
by

September 28, 2000

Pat Ferrucci '01

I saw a senator kissing a baby with a gun behind his back.
I saw several young children losing their souls.
I saw pregnant women strapped to the tracks.
There was a man of the cloth whose cloth was all holes.
There was a group of people who worshipped themselves.
They danced around their sacred fire of science
and slaughtered a sheep who stood up in defiance.
Then they pointed at me with a knife meant to kill
and I ran back to my house on the side of the hili.

Features Staff

Features Staff

I like the way coffee in the morning makes me feel
They call Superman the‘‘Man of Steel”
I take it with a donut, cream and sugar cane
I wish I could cry and let it all out.
j
He is lucky because he knows Lois Lane
The pain inside is top much to bear.
.
If I didn’t have it I would probably cry
Every emotion tied up like a knot on a necklace
Wouldn’t it be cool if you could fly?
you try desperately to get out before that big date. I
I guess I’ll just stick with the pudding.
Locked inside my body, it starts to swell
Who would you want to be stranded on a deserted island
making me sick and delirious.
with?:
My girlfriend
Everything is abstract
and my life like a nightmare,
the one where you are running continuously
trying to escape the thing that is chasing you,
but I can’t slow down,
I’m not strong enough to last,
by Sara Schepis’04
BY Neisha McGuckin '03
to step out of the painting
F
eatures Staff
and see it from another perspective,
Features Staff
to see it as an abstraction I created;
It is all dark around us
painted with the colors of the world.
And
Not
waiting
not
bored.
I gathered them up on my pallet
The room is spinning
Too ‘long’ for our minds, past vast.
and let my mind do all the work .
And
Not
l
ike
a
never-ending
dark
passage.
A safe little world,
1 don't know...
Not unchanging, static, blank.
you may call it a refuge,
Wait
Not the empty ticking of ceaseless clocks.
but it is where I dwell,
What did you say your name was again?
not all that different from where you live
Did
my dress look nice?
because my world is crumbling before my eyes Like endless awakening,
Well I guess you might not have
Deeper
wells
withinjust as the real world is falling apart.
Wait
Further horizons of glory ahead,
Though there is hope for the world,
No
And knowing there are so many beyond it,..
there is no hope for me.
You didn't notice, did you?
Reaching
one
level
of
Joy
knowing
you
consume
nothing,
As the wall falls down on the dam.
No
That
no
less
are
before
you
for
the
ones
behind
the water starts to flow,
Nice
girl would but
Yet not careless: cherishinggush forth from its source.
Now
Like a blaze is to the iridescent spark that lives brightbrief
The strong current carries everything away
It’s nighttime (the right time for nice
Is the glory before our eyes to the gladdest moments of our hearts,
all the pain and sadness
guys?)'
Sustained, made perfectuntil the dam is empty.
I don't know
Like
volumes
and
songs
of
those
feelings
too
deep
for
wordsStaring through hollow eyes,
No...
So great we cannot covet it for our spirits or’e spillthe world is no longer in color,
Even
after the Stag?
O my soul!
simply a black and white abstraction.
Ecstatic peace!
Who would you want to be stranded on a
My Lord and my God!
deserted island with?; Someone who has a
Who would you like to be stranded on a deserted
great sense of humor. As if being stuck on a
And that is but the first hour...
island with?'. JLD
deserted island isn’t bad enough, 1 think

Eternity in Glory

Who would you like to be stranded with
on a deserted island? : My family

After the Stag

my brain would self-destruct if I couldn’t
even laugh or had to think too hard about
anything, especially jokes that aren’t funny.

Thoughtsfrom a Guy Strapped for Time
by

Pat Ferrucci ’01

Features Staff

•

•

•

•

•

•

Since when does summer start on
September 1 ? Has anyone else no
ticed that all summer we had hor
rible weather but once September
came around so did summer?
It can be pretty disgusting when
the water is shut off in your house
one day. Try waking up, getting
into the shower, turning the water
on and nothing coming out. It’s not
fun.
Is that new chapel ever going to
be finished? I probably never
would have stepped inside either
way but my bet is that I’ll never
have that chance.
Does anyone really care about the
Olympics? Somebody needs to
make some changes to make it
more interesting. Maybe a threelegged race and water balloon
tossing? Oh yeah, it could also be
more like wrestling. The athletes
could enter with theme music and
they could make up characters.
How many trees would be saved
if the school stopped bothering
with all that stuff that nobody reads
in their “friar boxes?” Over four
years I think a whole forest was cut
down just for me.
People should listen to the campus
radio station more (WDOM 91.3).
The music might not be everyone’s

cup of tea, but, hey, you may get
to hear me!
When you spend your days and
nights playing ping-pong don’t
ever try playing tennis afterwards.
It’s a surreal experience, kind of
like watching television cooking
shows.
Someone has already rented my
apartment for next year. I wonder
who’s going to sleep in my room.
It really stinks when you burn
yourself.
What do you do when your
paperboy is named Hawk and he
doesn’t deliver the paper
sometimes? A name like Hawk
strikes fear in me and I don’t think
it would be a good idea to make
trouble. He knows where I live!
What is going on near the St.
Thomas House? Isn’t it the
students’ right to know? Where
can I sign up for a tour?
Why did the theater department
choose to do Anything Goes? Soon
it will be clear enough that it
doesn’t....
There’s a new Radiohead album
in less than a week!
Hypothetical question: Why hold
an election when clearly neither
major candidate will do a better
job than the current president will?
Vote Nader.
What am I going to do all October
without Carl Everett?

Why do I have to get my senior
picture taken now? Was anyone
else really scared when they
handed you the gown? I urinated
in my pants and cried
uncontrollably...clearly that
picture won’t be that good. Damn.
So this is what happens when

you’re told that your article isn’t
fit to be printed and you have to
write a new one in three hours...
Who would you want to be stranded on
a deserted island with?: A really funny,
fat person: Funny, so they can entertain
me and fat in case we have to resort to
cannibalism!
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Lady Friars fall short
against Orangewomen
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Tennis cleans up
by Virginia

Cheng ’03

Sports Staff_______
by Meaghan

Donah ’03

Sports Staff

The Providence College Women’s
Soccer team hosted conference foe Syra
cuse University on Sunday, September
23. Despite mounting serious offensive
threats, the Friars dropped another match
as they fell to Syracuse, 1-0.
The first half of play was a draw, as
neither team was able to score. Despite
being held off the scoreboard, the
frustrated Lady Friars utilized their
strong communication skills to complete
successful passing sequences. The solid
passing attack enabled the Friars to
create a number of good scoring
opportunities.
Senior co-captain and mid-field
sparkplug Melissa Crowley, who had
two shots on goal against the
OrangeWomen, commented, “We fought
to the finish and gave them a good game.
We just have not been able to capitalize.”
One positive the ladies can take with
them from the loss is the fact that they
totaled more shots on net than in any
other game this season.
The Orangewomen’s leading scorer,
Erin O’Grady, tallied the game’s lone
goal 3:02 into the second half, earning
the win for the visiting team. O’Grady
scored when she deflected a ball in the
penalty box. The ball slipped past
freshman goalkeeper Cari Haines, who
earned ten saves on the afternoon for the
Friars.
With the loss, PC’s record drops to
2-7-0 overall and 0-3-0 in conference
play. Meanwhile, with the win, Syracuse
climbs to 7-3-0 overall and 1-1-0 in Big
East play.
Is it safe to say that our hard-working

Being a student-athlete at Providence
and heavily injured women’s squad College is difficult enough, having to
cannot compete against BigEast programs deal with classes, homework, practice,
like Syracuse, UConn, and Miami? The and games, Keith Dressier of the Men’s
Orangewomen’s soccer program has been Tennis team is now finding his senior
in existence for four years. The three most year even more stressful.
recent years have been played in the Big
Dressier, a vital part of the Friars’
East. Providence has a 0-4 all-time record lineup since his freshman year, has dedi
against this newly formed powerhouse. cated himself to the team and remained
In their second year in the conference faithful even when Men’s Tennis was
(1998), SU made an NCAA tournament dropped because of the Title IX cuts.
appearance.
Last
season,
the This year, however, Dressier has missed
Orangewomen were nationally ranked in some matches and a lot of practice be
the top 25.
cause he has traveled to various dental
The year Syracuse began its team it school interviews, Still, just because he
was a fully funded program, meaning that is out of practice does not mean he is
they offered the total amount of full out of form.
scholarships that NCAA regulations
Despite missing the team’s last match
allow. Syracuse is a large school, and against UNH, Dressier walked away
their athletics pull in a heavy profit. A from the Northeast Intercollegiate Tour
huge university like Syracuse can afford nament at Brown last weekend with the
to do this, thus attracting high-profile best record among the Friars. On top of
recruits.
that, he was playing in the “A” flight,
“It is very hard to compete with big going up against other schools’ top play
schools because that is where the money ers as the number two on PC’s lineup.
is, remarks Crowley. “Tracy is doing an
“For him to do as well as he did since
excellent job in rebuilding our program he’s travelling around the country going
while trying to rival these bigger on interviews, it’s incredible,” said
programs.”
Coach Carl LaBranche.
Last Friday, September 22, the Lady
After losing in the first round to
Friars fell 2-0 in action at the University UConn, Dressier moved into the conso
of Rhode Island at Kingston. Although lation bracket where he proceeded to
the game was tied 0-0 at halftime, the crush the top players from Boston CoJFriars had no shots on net and could not ege, Boston University, and the Univer
maintain possession of the ball. sity of Buffalo. He then teamed up with
University of Rhode Island’s Gina Rosen junior Chris Overzat and made it all the
tallied two goals in Friday’s match. In way to the quarterfinals, beating BC’s
goal, freshman Cari Haines had seven number two doubles team along the way.
saves. The Lady Friars’ take the field
“He is what college athletics is all
again on Friday, September 29, at 3:00 about. He’s a good student, a gentleman,
when they take on Loyola of Chicago at and a very very good player,” said
PC’s Glay Field. The Friars’ next LaBranche. “We have kids like this, se
conference game is against St. John’s on niors, who have certain worries that afSaturday afternoon.
ect their senior year. We're very proud

Soccer continues skid
-continued from back pagePlaying with the most intensity seen “We’re 1-3-1 in my eyes, and although
yet this season, PC took a 1-0 lead when the boys are a bit down right now, we’ll
junior Tom Blesso kicked in a rebound get that [attitude] out of them, because
in front of sophomore Wildcat goalie things can easily be turned around.”
Sean Teesdale at the 30:26 mark of the
The next month will decide the fate
first half. It would prove to be the only of the season for PC, as they finish at
tally of the first 45 minutes of play.
home against Dartmouth on October 31.
Just three minutes into the second In the next month, the Friars will play
half, however, Villanova freshman Tom seven more Big East teams, including
Maciejak scored the first of his two visiting St. John’s and Connecticut,
goals to even the game at 1-1.
consistently two of the best teams in the
Graduate student Derek Cobbe league.
regained the lead for the Friars when he
redirected a shot from senior Matt
O’Toole past Teesdale at the 64-minute
mark. However, with under two
minutes to go in the game, ‘Nova’s
Maciejak scored what proved to be the
final goal of the game, putting a shot
over the head of Glynn and into the net.
Despite outshooting the Wildcats 73 in the two overtime periods, neither
the Friars nor the Wildcats were able to
pull out the victory.
Both goalies played strong games, as
Glynn made five stops in the tie,
Men’s Soccer Coach
including two game-saving plays in the
overtime periods. Teesdale recorded 13
Chaka Daley
shots in 120 minutes of action for the
Wildcats.
• At the very least, all the Friars need
A 1-3-1 Big East record is far from a is a .500 record to get into the Big
big hole to climb out of for the Friars.
East playoffs, but to win - they need
One must be concerned, however, to score. So far this season, PC has
because PC has lost six out of their first averaged only one goal per game, with
eight games, producing only one win three shutouts in hand. If senior Kevin
which took two overtimes to pull out Jones can get hot Glynn stay consistent,
against a West Virginia team who has and both receive help from their fellow
yet to win in the Big East this year. teammates, we should see the Friars on
Taken with the fact that PC has not had the field come November.
a winning season since the Bill Doyle
The problem right now is that we
era of 1990 and that each of the past are inconsistent,” summarized Daley
three seasons have included major whose squad will host Georgetown this
losing skids, the status of the Friars Saturday at 2 p.m. before travelling to
season
and the program as a whole UConn on October 4. “The boys are
— is undoubtedly up in the air.
ready to go, and if we can just get things
What you need to do is really look to come
______
w will
_____
together, things
change. We
at the big picture,” explained Daley, just
just have to go about business.
business.”

“The boys are
ready to go...
We just have
to go about
business.”

of him and what he’s accomplished.”
The rest of the Friars also played well
at the tournament, with senior Chris
Riccobono finishing 2-1 and juniors
Craig Roslund, Matt Jarvis, and Pat
Moynihan finishing 1-1. Senior Paco
Fabian ran into a bit of bad luck and had
to cut his playing time short. After win
ning in the first round, Fabian was lead
ing the sixth seed in the tournament but
cramped up and had to default.
The Lady Friars improved their over
all record to 4-0 with a clean sweep of
Central Connecticut State University
last Thursday. Junior Brooke Rubin led
the team with an easy 6-1, 6-1 victory
over her opponent at first singles. Se
nior captain Alison Carton remained
undefeated in dual matches this season
with a 6-1, 6-0 romp at second singles.
Junior Gina Vlasek also retained her
perfect record with a 6-1,6-1 win at third
singles.
Junior Katie Lafayette moved up to
fourth singles for the match against
CCSU and struggled a bit early on, drop
ping the first set 6-4. She came back
strong in the next two sets, though, win
ning them 6-2 and 6-1. Junior Erin
Haley also moved up a spot in the lineup
and still dominated her opponent, drop
ping only three games the entire match
with a 6-2, 6-1 victory.
Freshman Elizabeth Bryson made an
impressive debut at sixth singles,
outlasting her opponent in a marathon
three-setter 6-1,3-6,6-4. Fellow class
mate Eleana Stayer also had a good out
ing, teaming up with Haley to win at sec
ond doubles. The first doubles tandem
of Rubin/Carton was also victorious, fin
ishing off the 7-0 victory for PC.
Up next for the Lady Friars will be a
quad meet against Colgate, Quinnipiac,
and Central Connecticut this weekend.
The Men’s team will not play again until October 7 against Fairfield.
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THE PC HOMEPAGE
Athletes of the Week
Keith Kelly
(Senior - Drogheda, Ireland)
Kelly helped the Men’s Cross Country team defeat 30 colleges
and universities to capture the prestigious Roy Griak Invitational at
the University of Minnesota in Minneapolis, MN on September 23.
Kelly won the race in a time of 24:12. This is his second AOTW of
the year.

Rachel
Hixson
(Senior - Media, PA)
Hixson helped the Women’s Cross Country team earn 159 points
to finish fifth out of 29 schools at the Roy Griak Invitational at the
University of Minnesota in Minneapolis, MN, on September 23.
Hixson finished third in a time of 21:14. This is her second AOTW
of the year.

Big East Standings
Women’s Soccer

Overall Standings

Men’s Soccer

Northeast
BC
UConn
Miami
Syracuse
St. John’s
Providence

W
3
2
2
1
0
0

I,
0
0
2
1
2
3

T
0
0
0
0
0
0

Pts.
9
6
6
3
0
0

Mid-Atlantic
Notre Dame
Seton Hall
Georgetown
Rutgers
Villanova
West Virginia
Pittsburgh

w
2
2
0
0
0
0
0

L
0
0
0
0
0
2
2

T
0
0
1
1
0
0
0

Pts.
6
6
1
1
0
0
0

Team
St. John’s
BC
UConn
Pittsburgh
Rutgers
Seton Hall
Syracuse
Georgetown
Providence
Notre Dame
Villanova
West Virginia

W
5
4
3
3
3
2
1
1
1
1
0
0

L
1
1
0
1
2
4
2
1
3
3
3
3

T Pts.
0 10
8
0
6
0
0
6
0
6
0
4
4
2
1
3
1
3
0
2
1
1
1
1

Women’s Cross Country Results

Vollevball
Team

w

St. John’s
Rutgers
Pittsburgh
Notre Dame

14
11
12
9

Providence
Syracuse
Georgetown
UConn
Seton Hall
Villanova
West Virginia
BC

Field Hockev
L
1
1
0
1

Pct.
.824
.786
.750
.692

11

2

11
9
8

4
2
1

6
6
3
3

3

.688
.688
.643
.615
.462

3
3
3

.400
.273
.250

W
8
5
6
6
5
2

L
2
3
3
3
3
9

T
0
0
0
0
0
0

Men’s Cross Country Results

Roy Griak Invitational
University of Minnesota

Roy Griak Invitational
University of Minnesota

Top 10 Team Scores
Individual Scores
3. Rachel Hixson
11. Francine Darroch
42.Claire Shearman
51. Lisa Cappello
52. Roisin McGettigan
60. Kathryn Casserly
61. Emily Tallen

Team
BC
UConn
Miami
Syracuse
St. John’s
Providence

Top 10 Team Scores
Individual Scores

21:18
21:31
22:05
22:14
22:16
22:24
22:24

1. Minnesota
2. Yale
3. Arizona St.
4. Arizona
5. Providence
6. Colorado St.
7. Oregon
8. Marquette
9. Weber St.
10. Wake Forest

98
127
140
146
159
172
232
243
250
261

1. Keith Kelly
6. Hamish Thorpe
25. Dermot Galvin
33. Adam Sutton
39. Paul Reilly
61. Chris Livesey
97. Lany Morrissey

24:12
24:39
25:01
25:06
25:11
25:23
25:43

1. Providence
2. Wisconsin
3. BYU
4. Arizona
5. Colorado St.
6. Arizona St.
7. Oregon
8. Weber St.
9. E. Michigan
10. Wake Forest

104
147
166
171
176
190
198
204
318
322

Pct.
.800
.625
.667
.667
.625
.200

•b
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Volleyball keep
the wins coming
continued
-continued
from from
back back
page-pagein a new city with new co-workers Coach of preparation time cause them to lose
Royer explained how her role as a coach their focus. Also playing a big factor in
is different now that she has made the the game were senior Heidi Filippi (16
transition from assistant coach to head kills) and sophomore setter Susan Fanning
coach. “My biggest adjustment was that (61 assists) who Coach Royer singled out,
I was going to be the “bad guy” because noting that “She did well this weekend.”
as an assistant I was always the good guy.
Providence completed the sweep of the
So far we haven’t needed a bad guy. It
has been an adjustment, but so far it’s
‘‘Everybody competes
been very manageable. And I think the
reason why it has been so manageable is
on the same level,
because the girls are very respectful and
so you don’t know who
they’re a good group. So far I really like
it.” Royer’s upbeat, enthusiastic attitude
is going win on
has been essential to the Providence Vol
leyball team’s success this season.
any given night. ”
The Lady Friars headed down to
Cambridge, MA on Friday night, for the
Coach Margot Royer
first of three games this weekend, in need
of a big win. Coach Royer saw an in tournament in impressive fashion. They
ability to put games away when PC lost handled the University of Hartford with
to URI last week which according to the out much trouble taking the match 3-0 (15head coach was not a good sign. Junior 11, 15-2, 15-5) and followed that win up
Sarah Katinger led the way for Provi with a 3-0 victory over Holy Cross in the
dence with 23 kills and 23 digs as Provi third round (15-1,15-6,15-6). Both Celia
dence pulled off a 3-2 victory (15-12
and Katinger were named to the all tour
15-13, 10-15, 13-15, 16-14) over nament team.
Harvard.
Coach Royer commented on the tour
Also contributing big for the Lady nament, stressing the fact that the Friars
Friars was all-tournament performer finished off their games. “One thing that
Annie Celia who added 18 digs and 18 was good was that we finished our games
kills.
in three matches. We were having prob
Coach Royer described the win as a, lems finishing.” Providence cannot afford
“major emotional boost.” She noted that to have these problems finishing anymore
the bus ride to Boston took over two as the Big East schedule begins on Satur
hours, so the team showed up only fif day against Pittsburgh. As far as an out
teen minutes before game time. “The look for the Big East was concerned, the
girls handled it psychologically well, that head coach stressed the balance in the Big
is a good thing to know,” said Royer.
East, “everybody competes on the same
Any questions that anyone had about level, so you don’t know who is going to
the mental makeup of this team were an win on any given night.” As the Lady
swered as Providence did not let the loss Friars have proven thus far volleyball is
to URI affect their game, nor did the lack indeed an unpredictable sport.

SENIORS
It’s not too late to sign up
for senior portraits!
Portraits will be taken
through Friday,
October 6

Sign up TODAY www.mcgrathstudios.com
Enter password “pcyb” to
reserve a time

DON’T BE

.r

The Cowl 25

The words of
the world

PC athletes
speak out
-conitinued from back pageathletes, too. Basketball starRik Smits?
CA: He’s from the Netherlands.
JZ: Oh.
CA: We have tennis star Stefan Edberg
and hockey’s Peter Forsberg.
JZ: Oh, right. So when do you think the
Danny Glynn is the junior goalkeeper Summer Games be held in Sweden?
for the Men’s Soccer team. He hails CA: The last time we held the Olympics
from Manchester, England.
were in 1912. We applied for the 2004
summer games but it went to Athens
JZ: What is the biggest difference instead.
between the Olympic spirit in England JZ: They seem to get all of them. Chris,
and the Olympic spirit here in the US? you’re a basketball player, do players
DG: That’s hard to say. I know of one talk trash in Sweden?
Olympian from England who won CA: Yes, a little bit. Some of the players
something like five medals so far in the do, but it is more common here.
Olympics. On top of that, the guy had
diabetes and was still winning all these Paul Reilly runs trackfor the Men’s team
different events. I tuned in to see him and Stephanie O'Reilly runs for the
the other day and all they had on was Women's team. Paul is from Loughrea,
American Beach Volleyball.
Ireland and Stephanie is from Wicklow,
JZ: Did we win?
Ireland.
(unanswered)
JZ: What is the perception of American JZ: How significant are the Olympics in
athletes in England?
Ireland as opposed to the United States?
DG: Powerful. A little arrogant, but PR: Back in Ireland the Olympics are a
the US started doing a lot better once very big deal. The competitions are on
Russia broke up.
24 hours a day and here in America, it
JZ: Sure did. Soccer, in some seems like half of the time is devoted to
countries, is taken very, very seriously. commercials.
You are a soccer player, where is the SO: Also, here in America the games are
last place you would want to score a put on the Internet beforehand so it kills
goal against your own team?
a little of the suspense. It is no fun
DG: England.
watching the games when you already
JZ: Which country sings the best songs know what is going to happen.
from the stands?
JZ: Ben Johnson recently raced a horse,
DG: England again.
and Jesse, Owens did once as well Do
JZ: Would the PC team do better if the you think horses should be allowed to i
fans sang?
participate in the games?
DG: Maybe not in a matter of minutes, PR: With horses?
but the fans are going to the games JZ: With humans...
more this year and that has helped us PR: No.
out. Any kind of support is positive.
JZ: Do the Irish like Bob Costas?
JZ: Who wins in a goalie competition, SO: He’s the one in charge of the whole
Danny Glynn or Tony Meola?
thing right? Yeah, he’s good.
DG: He has bad hair. I think I would JZ: How are the athletes treated back
win by that alone.
home?
PR: When the athletes return home there
Chris Anrin is a freshman basketball is usually a large parade for them
player who calls Varmdo, Sweden welcoming them home. Marion Jones
home.
is a well-known name around the United
States, in England she’d be mobbed.
JZ: Is the Olympics made a bigger deal JZ: Speaking of running, you both
here or in Sweden?
run...would it be quicker to throw the
CA: You know it’s pretty much the baton in a relay opposed to passing it off?
same. We react to the Olympics the SO: It’s illegal.
same way the Americans do. The only PR: I’d try it.
difference is we cover the whole
Olympics. Here it is very hard to see a
Apparently, the media has swamped
Swede compete...unless they are the American population with esteem
competing against an American
boosters disguised as US dominated
JZ: What is the general feeling events, US champion athletes and little
surrounding American athletes?
mini-sagas to make them all worthwhile.
CA: Very good and very self The idea that Americans seem to come
confident.
off a little arrogant...well that’s just a
JZ: Well, the Swedes have their myth.
I sat down with a handful of PC’s
top foreign athletes and picked their
brains on topics that ranged anywhere
from the Olympics, to the USA, to their
own particular sport.

Cross Country
brings home trophy
-continued from back pageClaire Shearman, freshman Lisa
Cappello, and sophomore Roisin
McGettigan.
Hixson, one of PC’s top runners, has
continued to be a major contributor for
the Lady Friars this season. Last year
she placed fifth in the 5,000 meters at
the ECAC Outdoor Championship.
She finished second at the New
England Outdoor Championship and
second at the Big East Outdoor
Championship. Hixson is one of the
top runners in the Big East, as well as
the country.
“I am glad to see Rachel running
as well as she has this past season. She
is back to the All-American standard
and hopefully will place high in the

NCCA cross-country Championship,”
stated Treacy.
In the next few weeks, the Friars will
continue their rigorous training as they
prepare for several important upcoming
meets including the New England and
Big East Championships.
“There is some room for
improvement with the girl’s team. We
have plenty of time to train and fix our
mistakes before New England’s and
most importantly before the Big East,”
said Treacy.
The Friar’s cross-country teams take
a brief hiatus, but will return to action
October 13 at the New England
Championships at Franklin Park in
Boston, MA.
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Despite strong play and effort,
PC Field Hockey falls short again
by

Matt Young ’01

Asst. Sports Editor

In sports there is nothing quite like a
game that pits two conference rivals
against one another. The desire to win
becomes that much greater as the two
teams battle, not only for bragging rights,
but also for the right to gain a
stranglehold in the conference standings.
The Providence College Women’s
Field Hockey team experienced that
feeling on Wednesday night as they
looked to upend perennial conference
foe Boston College. The Lady Friars put
forth one of their best efforts of the
season as they pushed the Eagles to the
limit before falling by a score of 2-1.
Despite coming out on the short end of
the score, the Friars outplayed their hosts
in specific areas at various times
throughout the game.
“We certainly played equally or better
than [Boston College] in the midfield
area passing the ball,” explained Head
Coach Bill Davidson.
The Friars leading man was also
extremely encouraged with his teams’
overall performance noting that Boston
College was one of the two most talented
teams his team had faced all year. “We
can compete with anybody with the style
we are playing with now,” said
Davidson.
The Eagles knotched the win in
dramatic fashion as Amelie Wulff scored
the game-winning goal on a penalty flick
with 24:16 remaining in the game. Wulff
also scored the Eagles first goal as she
converted a short comer attempt.
Senior co-captain Breanne
Wojnarowicz continued her strong play
as she scored the Friars lone goal in the
second half, rifling home a shot on a
short comer attempt.
Wojnarowicz echoed her coach’s
sentiments about the teams’ strong play.

“We played really well. We really came
out on fire, but we didn’t get the lucky
breaks,” said the Holden, Massachusetts
native.
With the loss, the Friars record drops
to 2-9-0 overall, and 0-2-0 in the Big
East.
Over the weekend, the Lady Friars
traveled to the windy city as they
matched up against both St. Louis and
Northwestern. The Friars defeated St.
Louis by a score of 2-0 on Saturday
thanks to the strong play of Big East
Rookie of the Week, Casey Geary.
The Norwood, Massachusetts native
opened the scoring against the Billikens
as she found the back of the net with
5:29 remaining in the first half.
The Friars increased their lead to 2-

0 with 7:59 remaining in the game, as
senior co-captain Julie Tanguay bested St.
Louis goalie Erin Linehan. Tanguay also
recorded a defensive save for Providence.
Senior Heather Tattersall recorded the
shutout for the Friars as she turned away
three shots between the pipes. The Friars
outshot St. Louis 17-3 for the game.
Against Northwestern, the visitors did
not fare so well as they came out on the
short end of a 4-0 score. Northwestern
jumped out to the early lead in the game
and never looked back. Junior Nicole
Smith scored two goals and sophomore
Michelle Cifelli netted another as
Northwestern took a 3-0 lead into the
break.
The Friars were unable to overcome
the halftime deficit as the Wildcats put

the game out of reach when senior
Wendy Roberts rounded out the scoring
with 22:04 left in the game.
The Friars looked to keep things
going in the right direction this weekend
as they host Rutgers.
“We are excited it’s our first home
game. It is an important Big East game,
explained Wojnarowicz about this
weekend’s home opener.
Senior co-captain Julie Tanguay also
acknowledged that the Lady Friars
strong play against the Eagles would be
a source of momentum against the
Scarlet Knights this weekend. “We
really played as a team knowing that will
be good for the Rutgers game,” said
Tanguay.
PC’s home opener is slated for 1 P.M.

Golf ends up in seventh place
by

Philippe Carson ’04

Sports Staff

On the weekend of September 2324, the Providence College Golf team
traveled to Hanover, New Hampshire
to compete in the Annual Dartmouth
Invitational Golf Tournament at the
Hanover Country Club. Seventeen
schools from all over New England
sent teams to the tournament, including
long time Providence rivals Brown and
the University of Rhode Island
participating in the tournament for the
first time. The Providence duffers
finished seventh in the overall
standings with a team score of 589
(292-297).
Coach Robert Prisco was
disappointed in the seventh place finish
because Providence is usually a
powerhouse and perennial favorite to
finish in the top five at the tournament.
He attributed the sub-par placement to

the increased strength of the field this year
and to the changeable weather during the
tournament. The first day was played
under blue skies as the Providence
linksters stood in fifth place overall.
The second day of the tournament
dawned cold and rainy, drastically
altering the way the course played and
forcing the divot makers to adjust their
game plan. The miserable weather put a
damper on the teams second round scores.
The eighteenth hole particularly caused
serious problems for several of the
Providence club heads on the second day.
One of the leaders of the team was
senior co-captain Dean Cashman, who
finished an impressive 16th out of 85
golfers overall in the individual
placement with a score of 145 (75-70).
The cold weather only served to heat up
his game as he managed to cut his first
round effort of 75 by five strokes and
recorded a blistering 70 on the second day
of play. His teammates did not fare as

well in the cold weather. Senior cocaptain Ben Bridgeo came in a solid
twenty-first overall with a score of 146
(70-76). Junior Chris Tobey also turned
in a fine performance locking up the
twenty-seventh spot with a 147 (71-76)
over two rounds. Although the seventh
place finish was disappointing to Coach
Prisco and the team, there was some
jubilation among the team on the bus
ride home because they trounced cross
town rivals Brown University;
The next action for the Providence
putters will be on the weekend of
October 2-4 when they will compete for
the Adams Cup against teams from all
over the country at the Newport
Invitational in Newport, Rhode Island.
Coach Prisco and his team believe hey
have a good chance with home course
advantage to bring the coveted Adams
Cup back to the Providence College
trophy case.
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PC Alums run down in Sydney
by

George Colli ’01

Sports Staff

The tradition of Providence College
track athletes competing in the Olympics
has continued at the Sydney Summer
Games. Providence College Alumni
Amy Rudolph ’95, Sinead Delahunty
‘93, and Mark Carroll ’95 competed this
past week at Stadium Australia, marking
the sixth straight Summer Olympic
Games in which PC alumni have
participated.
Rudolph,
representing
the
United
States, finished
seventh in the
second of three
qualifying
heats in the
women’s
5000m race,
with a time of
Amy Rudolph
15:28.91. She
finished 21st overall in the 5000m
qualifier, over 14-minutes behind the
necessary time of 15:14.76 by German
Irina Mikitenko that it took to advance
to the final.
The Sydney Games are the second
Olympic Games for Rudolph, who
finished tenth in the 5000m at the 1996
Atlanta Games. Her time of 15:19.77
was the second-best time for an
American-behind ninth-place Lynn
Jennings at 15:17.50.
Four years later, a return trip was
almost in jeopardy. After she finished
fourth at the 2000 Olympic Trials, nine
seconds behind fellow American Elva
Dryer and the third and final qualifying
position. It turned out, however, that her
time was good enough to secure her a
second Olympic appearance after Regina

Jacobs and Deena Drossin, the first and
second place finishers, dropped out of the
5000m in order to concentrate on other
events. “It’s not the way I wanted to
make the team,” said Rudolph, “but I’ll
take it.”
Leading up to her performance in
Atlanta, Rudolph ran a U.S.-record
14:56.04 in July 1996 in Stockholm. She

Ireland’s Sonia O’Sullivan and
Ethiopia’s Gete Wami earned the silver
and bronze, respectively.
Sinead Delahunty competed for
Ireland in the women’s 1500m race. Her
time of 4:11.75 was the fastest of all non
qualifiers, a mere 1/1000 of a second
behind the final qualifier, Georgie
Clarke of Australia. The Sydney Games

graphic design by R.J. Friedman ’03

held the record for two years until Jacobs
broke it in 1998. Jacobs later broke the
record again at the 2000 Olympic Trials.
Though she has never won a national
title, Rudolph has placed in the top six at
nationals since 1995. A health policy and
management major at PC, the ten-time
all-American ran the mile and 1500m
during her collegiate years, making the
transition to the 5000m following her
graduation. When she finished third at
the 1996 Olympic trials, it was only her
third race at the distance.
Gabriela Szabo of Romania won the
gold medal in an Olympic record time
of 14:40.79 in the final on September 25.

were Delahunty’s second Olympics.
Her time of 4:05.28 was under the
Olympic standard time of 4:08.00. The
time was her best 1500m time since
running her personal best 4:02.22 in
Brussels last year.
Delahunty, a six-time all-American
at PC, reached the semi-finals in the
1500m in the 1996 Summer Olympics.
Following the Atlanta Games, the 29year old Delahunty reached the semi
finals of the 1997 World Championships
and finished ninth during the 1998
European Championships.
American Suzy Favor Hamilton ran
the fastest qualifying time in the 1500m

at 4:08.08 and is a favorite to win a medal
in the finals on Friday.
Delahunty’s teammate, Mark Carroll,
made his Olympic debut on September
27 in the 1500m heat. Following the
misfortune of Delahunty, Carroll also
just missed out on making the final by
finishing as
the
fastest
non-qualifier,
0.48 seconds
behind
Mohammed
Suleiman’s
13:20.12.
Carroll set
an Irish record
this year in his
track debut at
Mark Carroll
the 10,000m.
He was also the European Indoor
champion in the 3000m and the bronze
medallist in the event in the 1998
European
Championships.
Carroll, who is
dating
Rudolph,
would have
competed in
the 1996 At
lanta Games if
not for a stress
fracture in his
ankle.
With nine Sinead Delahunty
athletes
having competed in the last six Olympic
Summer Games, the question seems not
to be if a PC alumnus will compete in
the 2004 Athens Games. Chances are,
one of the current Friar track stars will
be extending the tradition to 2004 and
beyond.

George Colli is a senior Cowl Sports writer who is in Sydney, Australia doing research for NBC

A lifetime of memories
by

George Colli ’01

Sports Staff

There is no one bigger then the game.
It is a concept that is generally
accepted by every athlete that puts on a
uniform and steps between the lines.
There are times in each generation,
however, when a single moment
becomes bigger then the sport.
There is the moment Jackie Robinson
first stepped on a baseball diamond.
Or there is the moment the world was
first introduced to a young boxer named
Cassius Clay.
Or the moment the United States
Olympic hockey team defeated the
Soviet Union in Lake Placid.
They are moments that define a time,
a generation, and a people.
They are the perfect combination of
sport and politics, when a nation unites
behind a person or team who happens to
represent not a game... but an ideal.
People remember where they were
and how they felt at those moments.

Until this past week, I had never been
involved in such an experience.
It was a moment that became bigger
than sport and brought a country closer
then it had ever been before.
When Cathy Freeman, a 27-year old
Aboriginal woman from Queensland,
Australia, stepped into the starting block
for the women’s 400m at 8:10 p.m. on
Monday, September 25, over 110,000
spectators at Stadium Australia and 19
million television viewers throughout the
nation waited in anticipation.
When the starting gun sounded, the
only sound that could be heard was that
of an entire nation holding its collective
breath together.
The following 49.11 seconds changed
the course of Australia’s history forever.
For the first time in the nation’s
history, everyone was on the same page.
For the first time in the nation’s history,
its people were truly one.
“We were celebrating with our
families,” said Olympic beach volleyball
gold medalist and fellow Aussie Kerri

Potthurst, “but everyone hushed when
it came on TV.”
“Then we were holding our medals
up and yelling, ‘Go Cathy Go!’ she
proclaimed. “I think it would have been
the same everywhere around Australia.”
And it was.
It was just over a week prior that the
world had been introduced to Freeman,
as she had the honor of lighting the
Olympic cauldron in the defining
moment of the greatest Opening
Ceremony ever hosted.
Then, in 49.11 seconds, the woman
affectionately known as “Our Cathy”
rose from being a popular Australian
athlete to an Australian hero.
She ran for herself, her nation, and
her Aboriginal people’s desire for
justice.
And the world took notice.
Washington Post reporter Michael
Wilbon wrote: “It’s been a long time
since I allowed myself to think of an
athlete as a hero, maybe since Arthur
Ashe died.

“I don’t mean a phenomenon or an
icon, but a hero, somebody whose
athletic achievement is made greater and
probably even historic by meaningful
sacrifice and contribution in the face of
opposition. Cathy Freeman is heroic.”
The Sydney Olympics have produced
some tremendous moments for the
Australian people. From the swimming
records broken in the pool to the records
sure to be broken in track and field, these
Olympics will go down as one of the
most exciting in history.
As years go by, records will be broken
and names will be forgotten, but there
will be one moment that will never be
forgotten for anyone who was here to
experience it.
It was a moment when politics and
sport combined to open up the eyes of a
nation and the minds of a generation.
It was a moment that was bigger than
sport.
And a person that was bigger than the
game.

CLASSIFIED
Opportunities

Opportunities

Opportunities

Spring Break

HELP WANTED

Perfect Inside and Out
1992 Honda Accord
2- Door, 5 Speed

UNIVERSITY
BARTENDING

SPRING BREAK 2001!

ON CAMPUS
GREAT PAY!!!
SHORTTERM
MUST HAVE CAR

CALL: (207)773-7978

Watch Found
On Pembroke Ave.
Friday September 22, 2000
Please call 454-8659 to describe

Fully Loaded

Alloy wheels
Sunroof
CD/ Cassette changer
Power Windows
Air Conditioning
$5300.00 (negotiable)

CLASSES START SOON
STUDENT DISCOUNTS

1-800-U-CAN-MIX
WWW.UNIVERSITYBARTENDING.COM

SPACE IS LIMITED!!!
CALL FOR
INFORMATION!!!

CANCUN & BAHAMAS.
EAT, DRINK,
TRAVEL FOR FREE,
WANTED CAMPUS REPS!
call USA SPRING BREAK,

toll free (877)460.6077,
for trip information and rates.
25 Continous Years
of Student Travel!

www.usaspringbreak.com

Sports
Men’s X-Country take Minnesota
by Jen

Watson ’03

Sports Staff

The Providence College
Men’s Cross Country team
came into this season with high
expectations, knowing full well
that their team was filled with
talented athletes and dedicated

runners for the 2000-2001
season. The team performance
this past weekend speaks for
itself as the Friars showed that
they are a force on any course.
On Saturday, September 23,
the men won the prestigious
Roy Griak Invitational at the
University of Minnesota in

Volleyball bounces foes
by

Kevin Farrahar ’01

Sports Staff

Head Coach Margot Royer’s
inaugural season has been any
thing but predictable. Her Lady
Friars opened the season with
an impressive 7-1 record, but
then dropped four of their next
five games heading into this
weekend’s Harvard Invitational
Tournament. After a tough loss
to Rhode Island last week,
Coach Royer was hoping that
her team would make the tran
sitions needed to get back on
track.
This has been a year of tran
sition for Royer. After spend
ing three years as an assistant
coach at Angelo State Univer
sity in San Angelo, Texas,
Coach Royer accepted the role
as head coach at PC, the first
head coaching role of her career.
This graduate of the University
of Scranton brings with her an
impressive volleyball back-

ground. During her four years
at Scranton she was captain of
her team in both her junior and
senior seasons, and was
named the Middle Atlantic
Conference’s Most Valuable
Player in 1994 and 1995. In
addition to this, she won the
Frank O’Hara Award for out
standing student-athlete at
Scranton in 1995.
When asked about Provi
dence College and the city in
general Royer seemed upbeat
about her new surroundings.
“I really like it, I like the city
a lot and I like the team a lot.
We get along well and they’re
very respectful. They are a
good group personality wise
as well, and we really mesh,”
Royer said. Royer also ex
plained that the administration
and her colleagues have been
“really supportive.”
Aside from adjusting to life

-continued to page 25-

Minneapolis. The Friars who
were ranked 14th. scored 104
points to defeat thirty schools
and capture the title.
Winning the 8,000 meter
race with a time of 24:12 was
senior Keith
Kelly. Kelly, a
two time AllAmerican, led
the Friars and
captured his
own
individual
title at the
meet.
The sen
ior serves as
the captain
for both the
cross-country
and outdoor
track teams.
As PC’s top
runner, Kelly
has led PC to
numerous
victories
during his
four years at
Providence,
including capturing the New
England Cross Country
Championship title.
Kelly continues to lead the
Friars and improve his own
credentials. Head coach Ray
Treacy is optimistic about
Kelly’s achievements for the
rest of the season.
“Keith could be a major
contender for the National Title

College. Last year’s credentials
included placing 17th at NCAA
Cross Country Championship,
taking first place at the IC4A
Indoor Championship, and at
the BIG EAST Championship

in which Kelly took the 3,000
and 5,000-meter titles. He
earned his All-American honors
when he placed eighth at the
NCAA Northeast Regional
Cross-Country Championships,

photo by John Englishmen ’03

in November. It is great to see
him running this well,” said
Treacy.
Junior Hamish Thorpe,
junior
Dermot
Gavin,
sophomore Adam Sutton, and
junior Paul Reilly also scored
for the Friars on Saturday.
On the women’s side, the
Lady Friars earned 159 points,
giving them a fifth place finish

among the twenty-nine
participating schools.
All-American senior Rachel
Hixson led the Friars. The
Media, Pennsylvania native
finished third in the 6,000 meter
race with a time of 21:14. Also
running for the Friars were
senior Francine Darroch, junior

-Cross Country, page 25-

World view Soccer shut down by Scarlet Knights;

manage a draw with Villanova

I have always felt very proud
to be an American in regards to
international athletics. I mean,
why wouldn’t I? Our basketball by R.J. Friedman ’03
team
calls
Asst. Sports Editor
themselves the
As the month of September
Dream Team,
our gymnastics
comes to a close, the
squad
once
Providence College Men’s
won with a girl
Soccer team is far from pleased
with a broken
with their results thus far. With
ankle, and we
seasons past haunting the minds
have
Bob
of
the squad’s upperclassmen,
Costas.
the next month will surely be
On top of
that, the majority of our the measuring stick for not only
population has devoted a good the PC Soccer program, but
chunk of their lives to sport. The Head Coach Chaka Daley’s
word ‘soccer-mom’ is as widely first season at the helm as well.
used in the U.S. as algebra and
Due to the misfortune of two
our children are thrown into the successful penalty kicks against
pool and taught to kick as early Friar junior goalie standout
as three years old. It is no wonder Danny Glynn, the Scarlet
why we top the leaderboard in
medals in this year’s Olympics. Knights of Rutgers University
The one question that has defeated the Friars with ease
always nagged me was how the his past Friday at Glay Field,
other countries view the shutting out PC 3-0.
The Scarlet Knights scored
Olympics, Americans and the
various sports that we cherish on heir first goal of the game at
an everyday basis.
he 18:10 mark when freshman
sherif El Baily shot a penalty
-continued to page 25tick into the back of the Friars’

Off
the
Bench

Live
from
Sydney,
page 27

net. Rutgers sophomore Mike
Walsh added to the Scarlet
Knights’ lead with a hard blast
from the top of the box at 43:39,

sending the Friars into the
locker room down 2-0 at the
half.
Rutgers junior Dustin

photo by Pete Johnson '03

PC junior goalie Danny Glynn prepares to punt the ball
down field. This past Sunday Rutgers defeated PC 3-0
scoring two of their goals off penalty kicks.

Field
Hockey
Update,
page 26

Sheppard drove the final nail
into PC’s coffin at the 52:20
mark, sending a second penalty
kick past a diving Danny
Glynn. Glynn made five saves
in the loss, while the Friars were
held scoreless for the third time
this season as Rutgers
sophomore goalkeeper Ricky
Zinter had to make only three
saves for the shutout.
With the loss, Providence
fell to 1-6-1 on the year overall
and 1-3-1 in Big East action.
Rutgers improved their record
to 4-4 overall and 3-2 in Big
East league play.
On Friday, September 20,
two extra overtime sessions
were not enough for the Friars,
as they played the visiting
Villanova Wildcats to a tie in
double OT, 2-2. It was the first
non-loss for the Friars since
September 9 and their first tie
of the season.

-Soccer, page 23-

Men &
Women’s
Women’s
Soccer,
Tennis,
page 23
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